Kingdom of Heaven
Key verse: Matthew 3:2 -- and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

So far we have learned Matthew Gospel up to chapter 7. 

Today we will think about one very important subject – heaven. What was the main message of John the Baptist? - Kingdom of Heaven. What was Jesus’ first message when he started his public ministry? – Kingdom of Heaven. Then, what is kingdom of heaven? Why is it so important? We’ll think about this subject in more details.

1. Are there heaven and hell really?

Some people think heaven is in our hearts only, and others deny real kingdom of heaven. They think heaven is not real or real place. However, heaven exists when we survey many stories and books. All the religions tell about heaven and hell. Some people testify their personal experiences about heaven and hell. Their stories are very fantastic and interesting, but we cannot believe their stories are all true. We Christians should rely on the Bible, not on personal experiences or other people’s stories. They could give some benefits for our spiritual growth, but they cannot be a standard of our belief. The only fundamental of our faith should be the Bible. In the Bible, we can find many stories about heaven and hell. Jesus himself mentioned heaven and hell many times. How many times do you guess “heaven” appears in NIV Bible? - 622 times (721 in KJV.) “Kingdom of God” comes 66 times and “kingdom of heaven comes 31” times – both are only in the New Testaments. How many times does “hell” appear in NIV Bible? - 14 times (KJV has 50 times.) Of course, among them many of the heaven mean our sky heaven, but many times, especially in the new testaments heaven means kingdom of God. Bible says about heaven and hell, so we cannot deny them. Today we will think about heaven, kingdom of heaven in the Bible.
2. Names of heaven

Kingdom of Heaven is same with Kingdom of God, or just Heaven. Matthew is the writer of Matthew Gospel, focusing on Jews, so he didn’t want to use the word “God” directly. It’s because Jews don’t call God’s name directly, but in Mark and Luke, ‘kingdom of God’ is written in the same context.

3. Kingdom of Heaven in the Bible
Where in the bible, does heaven appear first? Genesis 1:1 says “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Why is not a singular heaven, but plural heavens? Some people say there are different levels of heavens and the kingdom of heaven is consisted of some levels of heaven.  Even Garden of Eden was part of heaven, they say, too. However, the meaning of the kingdom of God can be found clearly in the following verses.
a. 1 Chronicles 29:10-12 
-- Whole universe is kingdom of God 
(God reigns everything)
10 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

b. Daniel 4:3 -- Kingdom of heaven is eternal
“How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation. ”
c. Isaiah 11:1-9 – Kingdom of heaven is kingdom of Messiah (Spiritual Israel)
Isaiah 11 tells a beautiful and peaceful world. This is telling about the kingdom of Messiah.

11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him--the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- 3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Can you imagine how peaceful and how wonderful it is? When all the earth is full of the knowledge of the LORD, this beautiful world will come. Israel has believed that this is the kingdom of God the Messiah reigns. Messiah should be from the stump of Jesse, the son of King David. This is the part of , or pre-stage of the kingdom of God which will be accomplished on earth. Some says this is the Millenium.
d. Matthew 3:2, 4:17 -- It started with Jesus. 

Matthew 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

Jesus proclaimed the imminent coming of the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of heaven here means God’s reign. Any place or any situations God reigns is kingdom of God or heaven. Some people think heaven is the only place we can go when we die. It’s true, but the expanded meaning is reign of God from now and here. If God reigns my heart, then kingdom of God is already in my heart as Jesus said in Luke 17:21 nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."

4. What kind of place is the kingdom of heaven
Heaven is so beautiful and blessed place that we cannot explain with human words. We cannot measure the glory and joy in heaven until we go and experience there.  However, we can understand the characteristics based on the Bible.
a. Heaven is holy place

Revelation 7:10-11 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,

Who lives in heaven? In heaven, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit resides. There angels exist and saints who believed and lived on earth before us are living in perfect and flawless environment and overflowing joy and happiness. 

b. Heaven is the most beautiful and perfect place

Rev. 21:18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 
Rev. 22:5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.
Revelation chapters 21 and 22 tell about the appearances of heaven in detail. The city in heaven is adorned with all kinds of jewels. The road is paved with gold. There is a river of life which is crystal clear. There is a tree of life which bares fully twelve different kinds of delicious fruits. There’s no night or darkness, only the light of God shines beautifully. Heaven is a place with perfect environment which this world cannot make it. 
c. There’s no pain or agony at all in heaven.

Rev 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."

The life of saints on earth is a process of sanctification to imitate of Christ. The eventual destination is the very heaven. Heaven is the place for those who are changed, worthy to live for heaven. There they will have perfect joy and give thanks and praise to God. There will be no tear, pain or death. Everybody will be perfect and beautiful.
5. Who can enter the kingdom of Heaven?

Jesus said “No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Anyone who believes Jesus as his savior can go to kingdom of heaven.  Jesus also said about born-again in John 3:3 "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." Jesus also said we should be like little children – pure and humble. (Matthew 18:3) And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

6. What kind of life we should live for the kingdom of heaven?
a. Be Longing to go to heaven

2 Corinth 5:8-9 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.

b. Live a life of repentance

Matthew 3:2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
c. Seek first kingdom of God

Matt 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

d. Work for the kingdom of God

Matt 6:20-21 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

e. Preach the kingdom of God

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Conclusion:  Heaven is our real home. We are aliens in this world and our true destination is heaven. Anyone who accepted Jesus becomes a Christian. The life of Christian is to imitate of Christ and to be sanctified. Nobody can be sanctified perfectly in this world. The perfection of sanctification and glorification will be happened in heaven. We will live in heaven like angels with Jesus happily forever.

Let’s read key verse Matthew 3:2 together.
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