Easter 2010 special message                        The Gospel of the Resurrection
1 Corinthians 15:1-58 (read 1-11, 50-58)
Key verses: 3,4
 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

Happy Easter! Last week we learned the cost following Jesus and Jesus' power on nature and spiritual world. 
Today we will have special message as it's Easter Sunday or Resurrection Sunday. Some people don't like to call Easter Sunday because Easter was the name of Germanic goddess 'Eostre'. However, Easter became the name of the month around April before the Gregorian Calendar. In our current calendar some names of the months are also from Greek-Roman gods' name. Easter Sunday is the name of an April Sunday for Jesus' Resurrection. So, don’t worry to call “happy Easter!” Today we will learn a long story from the Bible, but I'd like to make it simple as possible as I can.

What can we learn from today's passage? All about the resurrection - First, was Jesus resurrected? Second, who else will be resurrected? Third, how is the resurrection body? Fourth, what will happen at the final resurrection?

Part I. Was Jesus resurrected? (1-11)

Look at verse 1. 
 1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.

Paul preached the gospel to Corinthians church. By this gospel they are saved. What is the gospel? Gospel is in Greek "Euangelion" which means "Good news". "What on earth is good news in this troubled world?", some can argue, but there is a really good news - Good news of Jesus' death and resurrection. This is the gospel we can be saved when we believe. Verses 3 and 4 say about this: Let's read 3 and 4 together.

 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
Jesus died for our sins based on the Bible. According to the Bible, he was raised. What does it mean to be raised? It's resurrection. Resurrection is not just alive from death. It’s totally different new life. Then how could he be raised? Almighty God raised him from the dead to give him final victory over the death. How can we believe he died and was resurrected? Any proofs or witnesses? Yes, so many proofs and witnesses. One of the obvious proofs is Jesus' empty tomb. Tombs in Israel are stone caves and the opening stone cannot be moved by one or two men. Roman soldiers kept the scene and nobody could steal Jesus' body. Only explanation possible is Jesus' resurrection. He rose from the dead and walked out from the tomb with his divine power. Are there witnesses? Yes, there are many. In verses 5 to 8, Paul named Peter, the Twelve, more than five hundred of the brothers, James, all the apostles and finally, Paul himself. There are so many witnesses that nobody can deny. Their changed lives also support the resurrection of Jesus indirectly. Paul persecuted Church seriously before he met Jesus. But he was changed to a passionate disciple. What changed him 180 degree? He met the risen Jesus on the Damascus. He said he did not deserve to be called an apostle because he persecuted, but only by God's grace he became an apostle. So then, what did he do? He preached the Gospel of Jesus’ resurrection in verse 11.
11Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
What is this? The gospel of the resurrection.


Part II. Who else will be resurrected? (12-34)

There were enough proofs and witnesses that Jesus Christ had been resurrected. However, some people still argued about the resurrection. Some people such as Sadducees didn't believe the resurrection. In verses 13-19, Paul explained the resurrection truth with some logical approach.

If there's no resurrection of the dead, there’s no resurrection of Christ. Then, God would not raise Jesus. If there’s no resurrection of Christ, Christian faith and activities are useless. Christians will be all liars and false witnesses. Our faith will be futile and we are still in sins. Dead Christians are lost. We become the most pathetic, miserable people as in v19. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.
Look at verse 20. 
 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
It is a great declaration! Jesus Christ was raised from the dead as the first fruits. The meaning is that  starting from Christ, many will be raised from the dead. How come? 21For since death came through a man (Adam), the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.(Jesus) 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Who will be resurrected when Jesus comes? Those who belong to him which means true Christians. If you are a true believer, you will join the resurrection even if you die. What will happen after then? Then the end will come and Jesus will conquer all enemies and put everything under his feet. What will be the last enemy to be destroyed? It's death. He will rule the whole universe and finally put all things under the Father's foot. Then God will be all in all!
From verses 29 to 34, Paul supposes once more if there is no resurrection. What if there's no resurrection? Nothing we can gain. Our efforts, our sufferings are all meaningless. Then, some will say, "Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die." Is it correct? 33Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." Don’t listen to the bad guys. You know there's resurrection so you should 34Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; 

Part III. How is the resurrection body? (35-49)

We heard Paul's great explanation about that the resurrection is true. Once people believe the resurrection, they will wonder more details of the resurrection.
 35But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?" 
Aren't you interested in the resurrection body? Some people wanted to tell this. "Did you see the resurrection? How do you know? If you cannot explain the details, I wouldn't believe you." They thought the resurrection life is the extension of this life. Paul said to those people in verse 36.
36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.
The gist he says is we don't know the resurrection body in this world. However, he explains the characteristics of the resurrection body using parallels:

1. Seed and plant (37-38)
   The resurrection body will be different from our physical body  
2. Men, animals, and fish (39)

   The appearances will be various kinds.
3. Sun, moon, and stars (40-41)
   The splendor, glory will be various and unique 


Look at verses 42 to 44.

 42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
Imperishable, glorious, powerful and spiritual body will be resurrection body. Everybody will be R-man and R-woman. What is R? Resurrection. R-man is better than Superman or Neo. Why? They die, but R-man and R-woman will not die, imperishable, and immortal. Resurrection man has no pain, no suffering, no tears, no cold, no fever, no sin, no shame and no bad things. R-Man can go anywhere with mind-speed. How do I know? The risen Jesus showed his power to go anywhere in the bible. We all will be like little Jesus. We will be beautiful inwardly and outwardly. Everybody will be handsome and pretty and glorious. Look at verse 49. 49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. Who is the man from heaven? Yes. Jesus. We’ll all be like Jesus.
Isn't it so excited? Do you hope this resurrection? Yes, it will come soon.

Part IV. What will happen at the final resurrection? (50-57) 

Resurrection! It’s so amazing hope. But in order to join the resurrection, there's one big problem according to verse 50. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. We cannot join the resurrection which is of the kingdom of God with this body. To be raised what should we do first? We should die. Without death, there’s no resurrection. So, Paul tells us a mystery about the resurrection. Look at verses 51 and 52.
 51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
What will happen after the resurrection of the dead in Christ first? We will be changed without death. It's called "Rapture” which means ‘taken up’. How fast? So fast - In the twinkling of an eye. When? At the last trumpet. When will the last trumpet sound? Nobody knows except the Father God, but we feel it's not so far. It'll be soon.
We will be changed. We will be clothed with imperishable, immortality. Then what will happen? No more death. "Death has been swallowed up in victory." Paul declares the victory over the death.
 55"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
Our last enemy Death will disappear forever and the power of sin will be gone. We will have victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! Thank God!


Conclusion (58)
We heard all about the resurrection. Even if we haven't experienced mysterious things like going to heaven or seeing a vision, we have hope of resurrection. What should we do now? Look at verse 58.
 58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

What should we do? 1. Stand firm and not move. 2. Devote to the work of the Lord. 
Is our labor worthy? Yes, God will reward our labor in Jesus with resurrection! Thank God for sending Jesus and raising him from the dead. Thank Jesus for giving us resurrection hope. May God help us to work hard for God' glory until we will join the resurrection!
Let's read key verse 3 & 4 together.

