Peter and Judas
Matthew 26:57-27:10

Key verse 26:75

Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

The ending part of Gospel is filled with very grave and sad stories - Jesus’ agony, suffering, whipping, bleeding, crucifixion, Disciple’s betrayal, failure, and tragic end.  [When I revisit this part, it burdens me how to prepare the message.] Even watching the Passion of the Christ is not easy because of the painful and violent scenes of Jesus’ suffering. Today’s story is not different from one of the painful scenes. Continued from last week’s message, we will focus the will and the result. We already learned Jesus’ struggle to follow God’s will in Gethsemane. “Yet not as I wll, but as you will.”  What about Peter’s will and Judas’? Both of them failed. Then, what are the differences between them? May God give us insight to see the two different disciples of Jesus and to learn how to live as a Christian!  

Part I. Before the Sanhedrin(26:57-68)

From verses 57-68, Jesus was tried illegally by Sanhedrin. Sanhedrin was a Jewish top ruling council. They were 70 people of religious leaders and had power of judgment, but they didn't have the right to execute the judgment because Israel was a Roman colony. Trial should be done justly based on the fact, evidence and witnesses. Usually sentence should be given after the trial. However, Sanhedrin members decided to kill Jesus first and they made the trial with false witnesses and evidences. Look at verse 60. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward.  Finally two came forward.  When they made wrong accusations, Jesus remained silent.(63a)  However, when Jesus was asked about he’s being the Christ and the Son of God, he said yes. “Yes, it is as you say.”(64a) 

Why didn’t Jesus answer before and why did he answer to the disadvantageous question? I’m not sure exactly because Bible doesn’t explain about this. However, one thing we cannot deny is that Jesus answered only to the truth. Even though it was disadvantageous to him, Jesus answered to the truth. I pray that we may learn Jesus’ attitude. 

The high priest tore his clothes and decided to kill Jesus with this. In verses 67 and 68, Jesus was mocked by people. 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” Jesus was treated as a serious criminal even though he was innocent.

Part II. Peter Disowns Jesus (26:69-75) 

During the Sanhedrin trial, what happened to Peter?

Peter followed Jesus to the trial hiding in verse 58. In verse 69a, he was sitting out in the courtyard. He looked like a man of loyalty to the end. He swore to Jesus that he would die with him. At Gethsemane he ran away because Jesus didn’t want him to use sword. As the top disciple he probably felt responsibility to watch the trial. However, he was captured by fear. Let's see verse 69b. , and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

What was his answer? Look verse 70.

 70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

Peter denied Jesus once here. He might be afraid of death. In verse 71 and 72 he denied Jesus again. This time he denied with an oath. And the third one goes here.
 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away.” 

They heard Peter's strong accent which was Galilean. What did Peter answer this time? Look verse 74.

 74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” Immediately a rooster crowed.  

This time Peter even cursed to deny Jesus using swearing word. “I don’t know the man!” Immediately there was a sound. “Cock a doodle doo!” 
75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.
Peter couldn't keep Jesus or keep his word. Finally he realized how weak his will was. He went outside and wept. How did he weep? Bitterly. Bitterly with deep remorse and painful memory, he wept. We say “I will not be changed”, “I will keep my word” and “I will not deny Jesus even if I die,” as Peter said. However, we are weak and afraid of death as Peter was. Our will is not an iron will. Only by God’s grace and the help of the Holy Spirit, we can keep our faith in Jesus. 

Part III. Judas’ Tragedy (27:1-10) 

There’s another dark and sad story in Matthew 27. It’s Judas Iscariot’s story. In chapter 27 verses 1 to 2, the religious leaders came to the decision to put Jesus to death and bound him and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. Look at verse 3. 

3When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders.
Judas’ realized his wrong-doings. He might have thought that Jesus would show something miraculous with his power even though he was arrested. However, Jesus didn’t do anything and was condemned to die by evil religious leaders. What did Judas feel? He felt guilty. He was seized with remorse. In some of the other bible translations, it is written “repented”.  Probably he regretted what he did wrong. Realization of sin and remorse are the first step of repentance. In verse 4 he confessed his sin. “I have sinned, for I have betrayed innocent blood.” Confession of sin is the second step of repentance. However, he confessed his sin to wrong object. He should have confessed his sin before Jesus. The chief priests and the elders answered “What is that to us? That’s your responsibility.”  Verse 5 says that Judas made another wrong decision. 5So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.  I don’t know Judas really wanted to repent, but his conclusion was a personal tragedy of suicide. He regretted with remorse, but he couldn’t reach the true repentance. He ended his life. It was another serious sin before God because he lost all other opportunities God would have given him. 
The chief priests bought the money the potter’s field because it was bloody money. 
Let’s think about Peter and Judas. 

What are the common points between them? They were disciples of Jesus. Both of them failed as Jesus’ follower. Both of them realized their wrong-doings. Both felt remorse. Peter wept bitterly. Didn’t Judas weep bitterly? Yes, he did too, I believe. 
Then, what are the differences? We know that Peter really repented and became a great Apostle and martyr for Jesus. Judas didn’t because he ended his life by himself. 
Let’s think both of them in the point of will. Peter willed to follow Jesus to the end, but his will power couldn’t overcome the fear of death. His will was good intension. What about Judas? He willed to get benefit from Jesus, but he realized it was not possible. So, he wiled to sell Jesus. He will was an evil intension. In that perspective, both were different even though both of them failed to follow Jesus to the end. We can learn that we should not have evil thoughts at least as Judas had. Some people tried to make an extreme decision when they felt disappointment or failure. “If this cannot be done, I rather die,” or “If you don’t accept my suggestion, I will hate you. I will not see you again.” This kind of decision is extreme. 
One important different thing between Peter and Judas is that one survived and one gave up. Judas’ suicide meant the loss of opportunities – opportunities to be forgiven, to get help, to be better, to be restored, and to be great. Some can say that how much did he feel guilty? He could not but choose suicide. Understandable. Suicide issue is a difficult and complicated thing we can judge simple. We heard many sad stories of celebrities’ cases. It’s a social and personal illness. However, we should learn one thing clearly – If we don’t exist, we cannot get help or there is no hope. So, don’t think end of life even if it seems no hope, no power to live. Do not lose the opportunities help and hope come from heaven and earth. Keep alive. Then God will help you through many ways.
Peter might have felt hopeless, useless, powerless and meaningless as Judas had. However, he didn’t kill himself. Finally Jesus came to him and restored him. It was totally God’s grace.

I was like Judas. When I failed my college life with immoral and meaningless and useless things, I could not but want to escape from the reality. The final decision was to end my life. I tried many suicidal attempts. However, God kept me from death. I became a psycho and stayed at a hospital without any hope. However, God didn’t lose hope on me. Later I realized how much life is so precious. When I saw the word “Life”, I could not but cry out of thanksgiving heart. It was totally God’s grace that I have kept alive. Jesus died for me and I have to live because of Jesus. I have to live to preach the grace of God which has shown me through Jesus. Thank God for his great love. Thank Jesus for saving me and having kept me alive!

Let me finish with this conclusion. Jesus was tried and mocked and died for our life, for our happy and eternal life. Peter and Judas both failed to follow Jesus to the end. Both of them felt remorse and bitter sadness. However, grace of God was given to Peter, but not to Judas. Peter survived and Judas gave up his life. So, don’t lose heart. Don’t give up. Don’t lose hope. Keep alive. It’s worthy to live because Jesus died for us.

Let’s read key verse together.

