For One of the Least of These
Matthew 25:31-46

Key verse Matthew 25:40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'”
 In Matthew 25, there are three parables. The Parable of the the virgins and the parable of the Talents. The third one for today is the parable of sheep and goats. Jesus teaches us the attitude how to prepare the end days through these parables. The three parables sound different, but they are all connected. Preparing the end days, we must keep watch like the wise virgins, and we must work hard for the gospel as the good and faithful servants. Then, how can we keep watch and how can we work hard for the gospel ministry? To tell the conclusion in advance, to take care of one of the least of Jesus’ brothers and sisters is the attitude to prepare the end times. 

 First, there will be clear separation in the end times. 
 According to verses 31 and 32, Jesus will come and sit on his throne of heavenly glory and gather all the nations and separate them. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
All kinds of People live together in this world. Good people and bad guys live together without separation. So, they think they will live always together as they have lived with their sins and wrong deeds hidden. However, they will not. Some day the end of life will come and there will be separation before the judgment seat of God - separation between right or left, sheep or goats, eternal life or eternal punishment.
There are always separations in this world. Last year, in my company there was a layoff for the first time in 33 years. 25 people had to let go among 100 people. They were all good and professional employees, but they were separated between ‘staying’ or ‘laid-off’. What were the judgment criteria? I don’t know exactly, but the top management knows. This kind of judgment was not the end. A few of them were returned as contract as the company restores the business. And many of them got new jobs and even better jobs. So, it’s not the end. However, the final judgment is different. It’s really THE END. That’s it! What if I thought I have lived as a good sheep, but the Lord says ‘You are a goat. Go to the left for the eternal punishment’? What a misery it will be!
Sheep and goats look similar at a glance. However, if you observe carefully, they look different. They are totally different species. Even the numbers of chromosomes are different. The appearances and characteristics are different. Sheep look nice and gentle from eyes. Goats look arrogant. Goats have beard and goatee, which is hair under chin and looks very arrogant. Some sheep have horns, but they bend inside and don’t hurt other animals, but the horns of goats are straight and sharp which can gore and hurt other animals.  Sheep sound cute, but goats sound funny. People say sheep don’t sound when they are slaughtered. Even when they are sheaved, they don’t move and stay with closed eyes. However, the goat is so violent when they were slaughtered. Sheep follow well as the shepherd guides, but goats are stubborn and so independant. 

In Palestine, shepherds feed sheep and goats in the grass together day time.  However, in the night, they separate and guide them to different places. In the Middle East it’s cold at night and sheep like to get together and good to warm together. However, goats are independent and don’t like to get together and tend to gore others with horns. So, shepherds guide sheep to the right pen, goats left pen separately.
There are some people like sheep and others like goats in this world. Sheep people are nice and gentle so they try to embrace and help others. On the other hand, goat people are aggressive and try to hit others with their horns when they are unhappy. 

To tell the truth, we all were like goats before. We were arrogant, selfish, and stubborn. So, we hurt people - family, friends, coworkers, and even strangers in the bus. However, when Jesus came to our hearts, he changed us. His blood on the cross changed our goat-like characteristics to sheep-like characteristics. So, we now are humble, gentle, caring others. What a grace we have! Thank God. Praise Jesus! 

We were changed, but sometimes our old sinful nature bursts out suddenly. So, we hurt people and get hurt by people again. Before we were in Christ, it was not a big problem. We even didn’t know it was a problem. However, now it became an issue. Why? It’s because our consciences changed good and sensitive and know that it’s wrong for us to do according to sinful nature. So, we experience the pain of conscience. Then, what can we do in this situation? We should look at Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
 "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) John the Baptist declared.
Isaiah also cried out, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.”(Isaiah 53:7)
Jesus could have exercised his authority as the Son of God, but he didn’t do that. He paid our sins in our places as the atonement lamb. We were forgiven because of this Lamb of God Jesus. We were saved because of his humility, gentleness, love and sacrifice. Therefore, we should follow this Jesus. We should imitate this Jesus. Then, our goat-like sinful natures will be changed to gentle and humble servants of God as sheep.
Second, what we should learn today is that God will judge on the last day according to our deeds for one of the least.  

Look at verse 34. "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.

Yes, Jesus blessed them. Why? It was because they  gave Jesus something to eat when he was hungry, gave something to drink when he was thirsty, invited him in when he was a stranger, clothed him when he needed clothes, looked after him when he was sick and came to visit to him when Jesus was in prison.

The righteous were surprised. “Lord, when did we do that?” They couldn’t understand when they did even though they thought and thought. What did Jesus say about this? Let’ read verse 40 together. 

25:40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

We find one surprising fact from this. “Whatever we do for one of the least is what we do for God.” 
We would think that we must do something heroic if we want to get a great reward from God in heaven. Such as reading bible 100 times, or fasting forty days, or raising at least 12 disciples of Jesus.

However, what does our Lord see? It’s not the outward great achievement. Our Lord Jesus sees our hearts and our deeds to a soul even if it was a small thing. There is a female Korean poet who has cerebral palsy which means she cannot move her body freely. She wrote a poem with her awkward left hands like this: 
Even if I alone only existed, 

My Lord would’ve created the world.

Even if I alone only committed sins
My Lord would’ve died on the cross for me.
She praised this Lord. Our Lord regards me more precious than the whole world even though I am not worthy. God sees each of us the most precious. 
When we read bible carefully, we can find that God doesn’t seek a man of great ability, but he eagerly finds a person who loves one of the least. Jesus showed the perfect examples by loving one of the least. He healed a man of leprosy with his stretched hands. He blessed and healed a woman of bleeding. He saved a demon-possessed man in Gerasa even with driving out 6000 demons and sacrificing 2000 pigs. During the whole night Jesus helped Nicodemus who was arrogant and stubborn.  When he helped a Samaritan woman, he was tired and hungry, but he served her personally with 1:1 for long hours. He was so gracious to a criminal on the cross who asked Jesus to remember him. Even when he was hung on the cross as well and said, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
 

Jesus’ ministry was a ministry that loved and cared one of the least. Jesus loves even me. 
Why did Jesus have compassion on one of the least and love them? In Luke 15:7 Jesus said , “in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”
God earnestly wants one sinner, one of the least to repent and to be saved. So, great is a shepherd who has compassionate heart and loves and seeks one of the least to the end. Our Lord promised to the shepherd that he would give him the inheritance, the kingdom prepared since the creation of the world. 
 

At Jesus’ time the religious leaders had pride that they loved God and served God more than any one else. So, they showed off their faith by making their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long. (Matthew 23:5) However, they didn’t focus on taking care of flock of sheep and loving them. How can we say I love God when we don’t love one person, one of the least? So, 1John 4:20 says “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.”
 

James 2:14-17 also read “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”
Faith without deeds, faith without doing love is dead. Dead faith has no power of life. 

 

There’s a short novel of Tolstoy “Shoemaker Martin.” Martin was a poor but sincere Christian shoemaker. On a very cold day he read bible and slept. In his dream Jesus said he would visit him the next day. So, Martin waited the Lord for all day. During the day, he helped one cleaner, one woman with a baby, and a thief boy, but the Lord didn’t come until midnight. He wondered why Jesus didn’t come and opened the bible. What did he find? That’s our key verse of today “'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'”

 The Lord visited Martin not with a mysterious appearance, but as one of the least.  “It was me,” Jesus said. 
Same for today! Jesus doesn’t visit us in a mysterious and a magical way. He’s not far from us. He has already come in our campus, in our workplaces, and in our neighbours. In Genesis 18, God visited Abraham with two angels as three men. Likewise, Jesus visits us in many forms; sometimes as a student with many problems, sometimes as a co-worker with agonies, sometimes as a neighbour in needs, sometimes as a homeless in the street. What can we do to them? We should do them as we do to our Lord!
 

Look at verse 45. "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'  Jesus said they will go away to eternal punishment (46). It could be our Lord Jesus, when I passed by a sheep or a poor man. He will say, “It was me.” Our Lord Jesus would be in sorrow and shed tears when I don’t call or visit or help somebody.  I pray that we may please the Lord by compassion and love for one of the least rather than by a great thing. 
Let’s read verse 40 again together.

40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'”

