LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 

Matthew 22:34-46 

Key verse 37-39  37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
Last week, we learned two debates between Jesus and the religious leaders. One was about the tax issue for Roman government. The other was about the resurrection. We learned our dual citizenship in this world and in the kingdom of God. We also learned the God of the living. 
Today we will keep studying the other two debates. Jesus taught us the greatest commandment and his relationship with King David. May God help us to love God and love our neighbor as Jesus teaches!

the greatest commandment (34-40)

Look at verses 34 and 35. 

 34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 

The Pharisees probably laughed at Sadducees. “This is our turn again.” They got together and prepared a hard question for Jesus. They chose an expert in the law. He must have worked so hard for the law study. What was his question? 
 36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"
That was a really hard one. There are so many commandments in the old testaments. Some say 300 commandments. Others say 600. What can you choose among them? What did Jesus answer?  Look at verses 37 and 38. 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'[b] 38This is the first and greatest commandment.
How could Jesus pick this verse? It was Jesus’ divine wisdom. He studied the entire Law deeply and understood what is important. When we think about the commandments, Ten Commandments could come to our mind first. What are the Ten Commandments? The greatest commandment looked the first one. Exodus 20:3 "You shall have no other gods before me. However, Jesus picked a verse from Deuteronomy 6:5 as a summary of the commandments 1 to 4. Love the Lord your God.  It’s love of God. 

What is love? That’s a good question. When we say ‘love’, we think about romance, beautiful feeling seen in a movie like Romeo and Juliet or Titanic or Aladdin. Actually, love in a dictionary is defined as “a strong positive emotion of regard and affection,” according to WordNet dictionary. In Greek, there are three kinds of love – Agape, Philia and Eros. In general, agape is the purest love such as God’s love, unconditional love or sacrificial love. Philia is friendship or brotherly love, and eros is an intimate love between man and woman.  Let’s back to verse 37.  
“Love the Lord”

Love in this verse is ‘Agape’.  When we love the Lord God, we should love unconditionally.  Why? Jesus taught us this verse to answer to the expert of the Law. However, we need to understand the original verses Jesus quoted. Deuteronomy 6:4 starts “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” The LORD is one. What does it mean one. There is only one God who saved you. There’s only one God who loves you. There is only one God who sent his one and only Son Jesus for you. So, we should know God is one whom I must love because he loved me first.
“Your God”.

God is not a god in a philosophy or a god in the old fairy tales. The Lord is not ‘their God’. He is your God, my God. He is very personal God like your father or your mother or your friend. He is living God and the God of the living. Do you call God as ‘my God’? God is personal and wants to meet you and to be your God. God is your God so you must love him. God is our God so we should love him. God is my God so I cannot but love him.
Then, how to love God? Jesus taught us how to and how much we should love the Lord.
With all you Heart, soul and mind
When you love God, you must love him with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind. What is heart? Heart is the center of your life. So, heart cannot be seen. However, we know something done with heart or not. Let me give you an example.  Here is a beautiful flower. Suppose if I bring this for my wife. And I gave it to her “I love you honey.” What will be her response?  Oh, thank you baby, I love you too. She doesn’t need ask me “why do you bring me this beautiful flower?” It’s because she knows my heart, my loving heart. Ok, Suppose if she asks me why and I say, “It’s my duty”. Or say “I drop by Walmart and found they sold it very cheap.” Won’t it give her disappointment and hurt? Then, what should I say rather.? “It’s because I love you with my heart.” Women know very well the things with heart. God knows even much better. God sees my heart. God wants me to love him with all my heart. Really, truthfully from my heart. 

What is soul? Soul is a living thing in a person. Body without soul is dead. Sometimes, it is regarded same as spirit. Loving God with all your soul means that we should love God with all our powers of life. 
What is mind? Mind is usually connected with our brain. But it contains intellect, thought, emotion and will. When we love God, we should love him with our best thoughts and best will.
We surveyed heart, soul, mind separately, but they cannot be separated. “With all your heart, with all your soul and with all mind.” means that we should love God with all of ourselves. We should love God truthfully with all our knowledge, thought, emotion, will, and power.  
Look at verses 39 and 40.  39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'[c] 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."The expert of the Law asked Jesus only about the greatest commandment. However, Jesus gave him the bonus answer in addition to the first one.  It was about the second greatest commandment. This is a quotation from Leviticus 19:18. It summarizes the second part of the Ten Commandments. Love for God is always accompanied by love for neighbors. 1 John 4:20 says, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.” We must love others; it is God’s command. Then, how can we love others? Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Again the Greek word is “agape.” God wants us to love others with the love of God. It begins by accepting people as they are, as God accepted us. Sometimes we become conditional, demanding others to meet our standard. We must accept others as they are. Then we must love others in a way that builds up their humanity and spirituality. Obviously, if someone does not know Christ, his greatest need is for the gospel. We must share the gospel in love. This love should extend to all kinds of people throughout the world. We must love hungry Africans and depressed Canadians. We must love Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists.
 Especially we must love our Christian brothers and sisters all the more. Jesus gave us a new commandment. "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."( John 13:34-35)
Love the Lord and love your neighbor! These two commandments can cover whole bible. That’s the reason if we summarize Bible in a word, it should be four letters, “Love”. 
II. Jesus Christ is the Son of God (41-46)

In verses 41 to 46, this time Jesus initiated the debate. Jesus questioned the Pharisees about the Christ who’s son he is. They answered based on their knowledge “The son of David”. It was alias of the Christ. Look at verse 44.
 44" 'The Lord said to my Lord: 
      "Sit at my right hand 
   until I put your enemies 
      under your feet." '[e]
Jesus quoted psalm 110, a psalm of David. The first Lord is God, the second Lord is the Christ. Jesus said in verse 45.  45If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"
Jesus had unlocked a part of the Scriptures that the Pharisees never understood. Jesus wanted them to accept him as the Christ and to be saved. They saw the Son of God before their eyes. It was time to stop asking questions and to make a decision to accept him for their own salvation. This is what Jesus really wanted from them. 

Today Jesus taught us the greatest commandment. It is to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds. And Love neighbor as youselves. We can do so when we accept the love of Jesus. Let’s decide to love God and love our neighbors. Let’s read key verse together. 37Jesus replied:  'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
