The Parable of Tenants
 Matthew 21:33-46 

Key verse: 21:33 "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.

Last week we learned the parable of two sons. The second son in the story started with yes, but actually he didn’t obey his father. The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law were like the second son. They looked very religious and yes to God, but practically they didn’t obey God’ word. On the contrary, the tax collectors and the prostitutes were like the first son. They lived sinful lives. However, they accepted Jesus’ word and repented. Who can enter the Kingdom of God? Those who repent and obey God can. 
Today’s parable is the extension of the two son’s story. This parable is called as the parable of the tenants. Jesus taught the religious leaders about their unrepentant heart and illusion. From today’s passage, we can learn about God’s perfect vineyard and his grace. 
1. Who are who? 
Look at verse 33. "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. Parables are always connected to the real facts or persons. The landowner in this parable is God. What is the vineyard? It is the earth or this world. Who are the farmers? They are Israelites, the religious leaders in the context, but we can generally extend that they are mankind. We are the tenant farmers. God rented us this world. We borrowed this world to live and to use from God. From verse 34 there are servants and finally the son. The servants are prophets, and servants of God. Who is the son? Yes, he represents Jesus. 
2. God prepared perfect vineyard.  – God created perfect world

In verse 33, the landowner put a wall, dug a winepress and built a watchtower. Everything was ready for the vineyard farming. We learned Genesis chapter one. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1)” God created the whole world. God filled with all the plants and animals and it was good. God prepared perfect world for man. God prepared everything for mankind to live in. This world changed after Adam’s fall, but still God’ plan is effective. Look at verse 34.  34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
When we work hard for the glory of God, God gives us much fruit. What does God want from us? God wants to see the fruit from us and honor Him with the fruit. What kind of fruit do you bear? It could be your achievement - good marks, jobs and position. But, God wants the inner fruit, the fruit of the Holy Spirit - Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
3. Don’t forget the real owner – Isn’t it mine? No. It’s just an illusion.
What did the tenants do to the servants? Look at verse 35. 35 "The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. There was a violent incident – beat, killed, and stoned. Why did the tenants do that evil behavior? They were humble when they started. There were many other farmers who didn’t have vineyard. When the landowner chose them as the tenants, they were so happy and thanked to the landowner. They worked so hard day and night. When they saw the fruit, they were so happy. However, they became greedy when they have fruit. They worked so hard, but they thought the landowner didn’t work and he just collected the fruit of their sweat. They forgot who built the perfect vineyard and they were hired by the grace of the landowner. The landowner entrusted the vineyard to them with 100% trust, so he didn’t interrupt their farming. The tenants could farm the vineyard as they wanted. So, confusion and illusion came. They were captured by greed and illusion that they are the owner. 

God gave us this world as our vineyard and totally entrusted it to us. We can farm our vineyard according to our free wills. It doesn’t seem for God to interfere our lives much. It looks like that we can control of all things in the vineyard. Here people can have illusion and greed as if they were the owner. They start to think it’s mine. Even a little baby says “Mine.” People don’t know how to thank God who is the real owner. They know God in their hearts, but they don’t want God. So, they say there’s no God. Even say God is dead. They reject the servants of God – with terror and murder. 
But we know we are not the true owner when we leave this world because we cannot take even a tiny thing from this world. Who is the real owner of my life? Me? It’s an illusion. God is the real owner of everything.
4. God is so generous and patient 
Even though the tenants didn’t repent, the landowner didn’t lose his hope. Look at verses 36-37. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said.
What a generosity and patience! The landowner didn’t punish the tenants right away. Why not? Is it because he didn’t have power to punish them? No, it was because he wanted to give them many chances to repent. Even though they did evil to the landowner, he would forgive them all their sins if they do only thing. Respect his son. Here we can learn that what God wants from us is to respect God and his son Jesus. God is so patient because he wants to give us to repent, not because he doesn’t have power to judge. 
5. God’s judgment – righteous God.
What will be the result of those who don’t repent to the end?  In verse 40, Jesus asked. 

 40"Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 
Look at verse 41. The religious leaders gave the correct answer. 
 41"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time." 

This happened to Israelites, especially to the religious leaders. The chosen people Israel rejected Jesus and killed him. God had them suffered a lot for a long time. Instead of them, God gave the good news to the Gentiles all over the world. God’s blessing came to us. We are not better than Israelites. We also were chosen only by God’s grace. We should respect God and his servants. Especially, we should respect his son Jesus Christ. If we forget God’s grace and don’t respect Jesus, we will be put to the same fate with the tenants. 
6. The Capstone, Jesus (42 – 46)
Jesus’ parable was about the unrepentant religious leaders, but they didn’t know the story was about them when they heard it. So, Jesus helps them to realize. Look at verse 42.

 42Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: " 'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? 

Jesus quoted Psalm 118:22, 23. Capstone or cornerstone is the first stone for construction foundation. It determines the position of entire structure. The builders are the religious leaders. They had religious control and political power. They rejected Jesus and killed him. However, God did marvelous thing. Jesus died for our sins and rose again from the dead. From Jesus, the kingdom of God started and he became the cornerstone of the church. This church is not the physical church. This church is whole members of Christians. It is called holy universal church in Apostle’s Creed. We Christians are the member of the holy universal church. That church will be the core part of the kingdom of God. Each Christian is like each stone of the church. As all the bricks and stones should be built based on the cornerstone’s position, all Christians should follow Jesus who is the capstone. Universal church will be beautiful and marvelous when it is built perfectly in the kingdom of God. This kingdom of God is given to a people who will produce its fruit. Look at verses 43.  43"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. The religious leaders finally realized that Jesus was telling about them, but they didn’t repent still. Rather, they tried to arrest Jesus, but they couldn’t because they were afraid of people.

In conclusion, we learned the parable of the tenants. God created the world. He is the gracious landowner of the vineyard and rented us to bear fruit during our stay in this world. We should work hard and respect and honor him and his Son Jesus with the fruit of our lives.
Let’s read key verse together(33)
