PRAYER AND FAITH

Matthew 21:12-22

Key verse 21:22 22If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."

Last week we learned Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem. Jesus overcame his human desire to live and gave himself to God’s will. Jesus gives us a lesson that the key to victory in this semester is how to overcome ourselves.

Today we will learn the story after Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem. Jesus cleansed the temple and showed his power to wither a fruitless fig tree. May the Lord give us the Spirit of prayer so that we may experience the power of faith!
I. Temple is a house of prayer (12-16)

After Jesus’ entry parade, where did he go? Look at verse 12. “12Jesus entered the temple area” What did he do there?  “and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves.”
Wow, Jesus turned over the temple area with anger. We say this kind of anger as Holy anger.  There were money changers and the dove sellers. Why did the merchants sell those things in temple area? According to the Old Testament, sacrifice to God should be without defect. Calf, lamb, goat or dove could be offered to God based on the wealth of people. However, all should be without blemish or defect. People brought those animals for sacrifice, but sometimes the animals would be hurt while brought to Jerusalem. So, some smart merchants started selling those animals for sacrifice in temple under the permission of the religious leaders. Money changers were allowed as well because Israelites didn’t want to give offering to God with Roman coins. Of course, there were commissions for the religious leaders. The temple should not be so loud and messy, but the religious leaders compromised with the merchants for the money.  What did Jesus teach their wrong-doings? Look at verse 13.
 13"It is written," he said to them, " 'My house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it a 'den of robbers.’" 

Jesus quoted Isaiah 56:7 these I will bring to my holy mountain / and give them joy in my house of prayer. / Their burnt offerings and sacrifices / will be accepted on my altar; / for my house will be called / a house of prayer for all nations."

This verse teaches us about the temple. What is temple? Temple is Jewish religious place. God gave promise to answer their prayers and sacrifices when they come to God with repentant heart. Temple is the place God and man can communicate. So, God said through Isaiah “Temple is the house of prayer for all nations.” Church is like the Temple. Not the church building, the meeting of Christian people is like a temple. Jesus promised his disciples that two or three gathered in Jesus’ name, he would be there. As God is holy, temple is a holy place to meet God. As the Christ is holy, church, the meeting of Christians should be holy, too. When we meet in Christ’s name, we should pray, we should communicate with God with holy and truthful hearts. 
However, the temple was desecrated with the greed of money by the merchants and the religious leaders. So, Jesus got angry and overturned all the tables and drove out the merchants in the temple. What did Jesus call the situation at the temple? Den of robbers. What is that? Robbers are those who steal things from other people using violence. Den of robbers is filled with greed of money, materialism. Religious leaders and the merchants at the temple were filled with materialism. What about the church in these days? They are not different from the temple at Jesus’ time. People in church are looking for materialism. It’s like den of robbers as Jesus said. Sometimes church is like a den of lust as there are some Christians don’t repent in church. When I was in high school, the church I attended had many problems such as immoral relationships among young people. Later I found the church disappeared. 
So, when we gather, what should we do? Pray together, praise God together. That is the church which Jesus died for. That is the Christian fellowship we should have. Thank God for our church, our fellowship is based on Jesus’ blood and his love. Let’s make our church be a house of prayer, be a house of meeting God. May the Lord send many spiritual people in our church and worship God together!
In verses 14-15, Jesus healed the blind and the lame at the temple and the children saw it and shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David.” However, the chief priests and the teachers of the law didn’t praise Jesus even though they saw the wonderful things He did. They were angry with the people and complained to Jesus to stop them. They didn’t want to acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. What did Jesus teach them? Look at verse 16.
 16"Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. 
      "Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, 
   " 'From the lips of children and infants / you have ordained praise'[g]?" 

Jesus quoted Psalms 8:2 and taught them He was worthy to be praised by children and infants. Jesus is the Son of God who is worthy to be praised by all of us. When we gather together, let’s praise Jesus, let’s sing to the Lord.
II. Prayer of faith, the source of power (17-22)

Look at verse 17. Jesus left Jerusalem and went to Bethany and spent the night there. What happened there in verses 18 and 19? 
18Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered. 

This sounds like a little strange story and Jesus seemed to be very emotional here. He was hungry and found no fruit from a fig tree and cursed the tree? The Son of God, Christ didn’t know that the tree didn’t have fruit before he went there? Umm, that’s a little serious. However, many bible teachers say that this story is not about Jesus' emotional curse. Lots of bible stories are telling about the symbolic meaning. Fig tree is the symbol of Israel, especially religious leaders. Jesus probably knew the tree didn’t have fruit except leaves. Leaves mean the activities. Religious leaders at that time had a lot of religious activities, but they didn’t bear true fruit of love and mercy and thruth. Jesus wanted to give a message to his disciples about the corrupted religious leaders as a sign through this incident. We need to hear the explanation from Jesus or angels about this incident later in heaven, but I believe this interpretation is valid and reasonable. Then, this gives us the same lesson. Even if we do many things and engage in many activities in church, if we don’t bear fruit of the Holy Spirit, we will be like the fig tree and be thrown away. It’s very serious and scary thing. What kind of fruit should we bear? Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control as in Galatians 5.
Look at verse 20.  20When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" they asked.
Jesus' disciples were amazed at the His power of words. They might have wanted the secret of the power Jesus had. It was like a magic. A little girl I know said she wanted to have the magic power. How much will it be amazing when she says something and it will be done right away? That's the reason children like the move like Harry Potter. Magic power is a kind of imaginary and unreal power. We cannot have magic power, but we can experience the power of faith. Look at verse 21.

 21Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it will be done.

Jesus himself promised us. We can experience the power of moving even a mountain when we have faith and do not doubt. How could this be possible? Look at verse 22.

 22If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."

Where does that kind of super power come from? That kind of amazing power is from prayer.  If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."
This is Jesus' promise. What can we get when we pray? Whatever you ask. Anything we ask? Yes, but except the things which is harmful to us. Do you remember what Jesus taught about prayer and good father in Matthew 7? Even an evil father gives good things to his children. How much does our good Father in heaven give us good things? When we have a good relationship with our parents, we experience that our parents give us good things we ask. Even sometimes we don't ask but wish in mind they know. Our Father knows what we want and what is the best for us. When we pray by faith, there's nothing we cannot get. Thank God who is the best father of us. Let's pray that God may give us the best thing we need, we ask. May God give us the amazing experiences of power of faith through prayer! What do you want to ask God? Good marks, better jobs, one steady bible student, spiritual growth? Anything you ask as long as it's not sin, God will answer and give you. Do you believe? Do you have faith? Amen. May God enable all of us experience his power and grace through prayer!

Let's read key verse together(22). If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."

