JESUS CAME TO SERVE

Matthew 20:17-34 
Key verse: 20:28 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Last week, we learned the first part of Matthew chapter 20. Our God is generous God. God gives one denarius to all who came first and came last. Whoever - young or old, rich or poor, man or woman, high or low – anybody believes in Jesus will have eternal life, same one denarius. What an amazing promise it is!

Today’s passage teaches us why Jesus came to this world. May God give us the deep spiritual lesson from today passage about Jesus’ humility and His greatness!

I. Jesus Again Predicts His Death (17-19)
Look at verse 17. 17Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them,
 Jesus knew it’s time of the last part of his journey in this world. He knew what would happen in Jerusalem – his suffering, crucifixion, death, resurrection and things with disciples. They would be captured by fears and ran away from Jesus’ suffering. Even one of the disciples would betray Jesus and one deny him in front of people. Jesus might have seen all of the scenes in His spirit in advance and he knew how hard they were. However, he didn’t step back to avoid them. He wanted to step on all the events God had planned for Him and for the mankind. He was so resolute and his facial expression was so strong for his mission. He was going up to Jerusalem – the way to suffering and death. Disciples probably thought this is the time to fight and win the Jerusalem – to restore Kingdom of David. They didn’t know what’s ahead of them. They didn’t know it was the most important and difficult spiritual battle to Jesus. Jesus took the Twelve aside. What did He tell them? 

Look at verses 18-19. 18"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!"
Jesus already told the disciples twice regarding his death and resurrection. When? After Peter confessed Jesus was the Christ in chapter 16. And in Chapter 17. He again told them the historical events Jesus had to go through. What are they? They were betrayal, unjust judgment of death, mocking, flogging, death of crucifixion and the last – the resurrection. Why did he repeat these? It’s because Jesus’ death and resurrection are very important. Jesus’ suffering and death looked like losing game, but in the end is the great victory and glory – resurrection! Our life of faith will be the same – after all suffering, we will see the glory and victory. No cross, no crown. No pain, no gain. Light after darkness, gain after loss as in the song.
II. The Request of a mother (20-23)
Even though Jesus explained the meaning of Jesus’ entering Jerusalem, the disciples didn’t know what Jesus was saying. They were captured by their own idea of restoring Messianic Kingdom. In this moment, one unexpected thing happens. Look at verses 20-21
 20Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.  21"What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." 
Who are Zebedee’s sons? John and James. What did their mother ask? She asked her sons’ positions - Left and right positions of throne which meant the second and the third in ranking. She was a kind of woman lobbyist. They probably asked their mother to do so. They were trying the hegemony struggle and dreaming the political achievement in that situation. Their master was going to die, but they requested their political positions using their mother. What did Jesus answer? Did he rebuke them for their political ambitions? Look at verse 22. 

 22"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?" 
      "We can," they answered. 
Instead of rebuking or revealing their wrong ideas, Jesus suggested them the cup Jesus would drink. What is the cup? The cup means suffering. Before we get the glory in the kingdom of God, we should drink the cup of suffering. But, John and James didn’t know what it was. They said “we can”. They might have thought the cup was the cup of victory. Look at verse 23. 
 23Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 

Jesus allowed them the cup of suffering as they wanted. Did they suffer a lot in reality? Yes. As they accepted the cup, James became the first martyr among the disciples and John had lived longer and suffered more than any other disciples. The words came true as they wanted. They suffered for Jesus a lot. I believe that they would get great rewards from Jesus. However, I don’t know the left and right positions were granted to them because Jesus said the places were prepared for somebody by God. We should not work for the positions. We should work for Christ and live on God’s grace. Then, God will give us rewards whatever we have done. 

III.  True greatness (24-28)
When the request of James and John was accepted by Jesus, what was the response of other disciples? Look at verse 24.  24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.

They became one emotional mood. They were very angry. Why were they indignant with James and John? They thought it was not a fair play. They also wanted to be great in the kingdom of God even though they didn’t know what true greatness is. Then, why do people want to be great? It is because men were created to be great by God. Great God created men based on his image. So, human-beings want to be great. It was a holy desire to be great. However, the desire also became rotten since Adam’s fall. They don’t know why they wanted to be great and how to. So, Jesus teaches them what true greatness is. Look at verse 25.

25Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.

The worldly idea of greatness is based on the fact who controls and exercises authority. Many people want to be the positions bossing people and controlling them. They think they can do anything if they become great. Then, how about in Christ? In verses 26 and 27 Jesus said.
26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 
What a paradox! Jesus said many paradoxical things. It is totally reverse idea of worldly thought. To become great, dictators and rulers oppressed many people under their feet. Sometimes, they use swords and guns for their wrong purposes. However, in Christ, it’s totally different. To be great, you should humble yourself. To be served, you must serve others first. To become the first, you have to be the last like a slave. Why do we have to do this? It is because it’s not us to make ourselves to exalt or lower. God only can lift or lower us.  If we exalt ourselves and be proud, God doesn’t like it. Why? James 4:6 says "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." And James 4:10 says again, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”
We are not the people who believe the worldly power. We are people of God who believe in Jesus. When we are humble and servants for many, God will lift us up. All the more, this spiritual principle was verified by Jesus. Look verse 28. Let’s read the verse together.

28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Same verse Mark 10:45 says “Even the Son of Man” What does it mean “even” the Son of Man? Jesus, the Son of Man is the Son of God who created the world in the beginning with Heavenly Father. He is the greatest person in the world and in the universe. However, even He came to this world to serve and to die. Why? That was the only solution for the lost souls. The eternal Son of God, who can surpass the time and the space, came to this world in a human body like us. To save us from sin and death, he willingly came to die.  How can I explain Jesus’ humility and greatness? Let me replace my explanation with reading Philippians 2. 
    5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
    6Who, being in very nature God, 
      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
    7but made himself nothing, 
      taking the very nature of a servant, 
      being made in human likeness. 
    8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
         even death on a cross! 
    9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
      and gave him the name that is above every name, 
    10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
    11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
      to the glory of God the Father.

Jesus showed us the very example of what is great, how we can be great. Jesus humbled himself to the point of death on the cross. So, let’s follow the example of Jesus. Let’s serve others and love others first and humble ourselves before God and men. Then, God will lift us up in his time. Thank God for showing us what the real greatness is. May God bless us to resemble Jesus and serve many people until we see the Kingdom of Jesus, until Kingdom of love and peace comes!
Verses 29 to 34 teaches us the never-give-up spirit of the two blind men. When they believed Jesus’ mercy, they overcame the hindrances and finally saw Jesus’ compassion. Their eyes were opened. I pray God may give us the same spirit they had and open our eyes so that we may see the glory of God.

In conclusion, Jesus showed us who great is and what real greatness is. It looks totally opposite comparing to the worldly view. However, Jesus proved us He was right. He came to this world to serve us and to die for us. God exalted him to the highest place. May God bless us to follow Jesus and his great example so that we may be great in Heaven. 

Let’s read the key verse (28).
28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
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