OUR GOD IS GENEROUS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Matthew 20:1-16
Key Verse: 20:1   "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard."

    Last Sunday we studied about a rich young man. He came to Jesus for eternal life. Jesus tested him by saying, "sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." But when the young man heard this he went away sad. Why? It was because he had great wealth. He loved his wealth more than eternal life. The most important reward in our lives is eternal life. If we have no God's life in us, that is, we have no eternal life, we are all dead. Today we want to think about a parable that reveals one characteristic of the kingdom of God. 

First, God made man to work hard. Genesis 1:28 says, "God blessed them and said to them, `Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.'" This verse clearly tells us that God made man to work hard as the steward of God's world. If we work for the glory of God, this world is like paradise. But if we work only for food that spoils, this world is nothing but a place with no meaning. God made man and chose them and appointed them to go and bear much fruit--fruit that will last.(John 15:16a) God made us to do something. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God." Here we learn that God made us to work hard for the glory of God.  As the landowner wanted to get workers in today’s passage, God wants harvest workers. We also have to work hard what we’re working for the glory of God – job, study, housekeeping, or whatever we do.
Second, our God is generous in his kingdom. Today's parable starts with the landowner who works hard to get laborers for his vineyard, and the laborers who are waiting in a daily work agency for the owner of the vineyard to come and hire them. In a word, today's story is the story of hard work. Look at verse 1. "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard." Here are questions. Parables always have connections. Who is the landowner? Yes. God. What is vineyard? Workplace for God such as mission field. Who are hired men? People – Israel and Gentiles. Who are the foremen? Servants of God. That’s good. Then, what is the denarius? It’s not easy to interpret depend on how to apply this parable, but basically it’s salvation or eternal life. 
Early in the morning, the landowner found several and hired them and he agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard to work hard. Look at verses 3-4. "About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. He told them, `You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.'" The owner of the vineyard went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, "Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?" "Because no one has hired us," they answered. He said to them ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ (6,7) Here the timing is a little confusing. Simple formula is that Bible hour plus 6 equals our time.
    In this passage some workers were hired early morning, possibly at 6:00 AM; some at the third hour, 3+6 = 9:00 AM.; some at the sixth hour, 12:00PM noon; some at the ninth hour, 3 PM and some at the eleventh hour, 5:00 PM. The work was finished at the twelfth hour, 6:00 PM. The last team had only one hour to work.

    Look at verses 8-9. "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, `Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.' The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius." The landowner, our God in the kingdom of God is very, very generous. He paid each of them one denarius--the same to the one who came at 6:00 AM and the one who came at 5:00 PM, when the work was almost over.
Rationally speaking, it is unfair to give the same amount of money to the one who came at 6:00 AM and to the other who came at 5:00 PM.
When they received it, the ones who worked all day began to grumble against the landowner, "These men who were hired last worked only one hour. We worked twelve hours." They said, "It is unfair.  You have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of
the day. We say again, it is totally unfair." Look at verses 13-14.
"But he answered one of them, `Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you.'" Our God is the God of agreement. Biblically speaking, agreement is the same as covenant or the promise of God. 
The landowner here agreed with the laborers who came early to give them one denarius. If the owner gave them a half denarius or three quarters, they should’ve complained, but they got one denarius. So they did not have to complain according to the agreement. But they expected more money from the owner because they came early and worked in the heat of the day, all day. Contrary to their expectation, the owner gave the first and the last the same wage--one denarius. Humanly speaking, it seems to be unfair. Maybe Ontario Employment Standard Act doesn’t allow this kind of things. But our God in the kingdom of God is broadminded. He is so gracious. 
This one denarius refers salvation, eternal life, or God’s selection for the people. Abraham was chosen by God and he started people of Israel. Israelites were proud of being chosen by God. God made covenant with them. God gave them the law and commandments through Moses. God promised them if they kept the law, they would live. However, they didn’t obey God and rejected and even killed servants of God. Finally Jesus came to save all mankind including Israel and all Gentiles. This salvation is not based on the law, agreement. It is only by grace that whoever believes in Jesus will be saved. Either came early or late, God gives them eternal life in Christ. We should not be confused. God gives the same salvation, but the reward is different. Salvation is like admission not report card. God accepts anyone who comes to Jesus. For example, the robber who was crucified in Jesus’ right side also got the salvation, one denarius at the last moment. It was so dramatic. Several hours just before he died, he accepted Jesus and he got salvation. That was God’s grace. Thank God for giving us the same salvation in Christ! Even though we are not worthy, God gives us eternal kingdom through Jesus only by grace!
Third, our God is sovereign (15-16). Look at verse 15. "Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?" This parable both directly and indirectly rebuked the Pharisees of Jesus' time. The Pharisees were chosen people. They themselves were very proud of being chosen people. But the chosen Israelites forgot God’s grace and purpose. As the laborer called early in the morning lost thankful hearts to the landowner, they lost thankful hearts to God. They thought eternal life, salvation was granted because they were chosen people. However, their great mistake was that they did not know Jesus. Jesus came to save men from their sins and gave all mankind eternal life. Anybody comes to Jesus is supposed to have eternal life.  Many sick people came to Jesus and they were all healed by Jesus. They heard his heavenly messages. Fishermen and even sinners like tax collector became his disciples. That was intolerable to the Pharisees. They thought those people were not deserved to receive God’s grace and love. They grumbled to Jesus about his ‘ignorant and uneducated’ disciples and ‘sinners’ who came to Jesus. The Pharisees became very jealous. They tried to prevent Jesus' healing and preaching ministry. Finally the Roman authorities cooperated with the Pharisees and crucified him. They were like the laborer who came early in the morning. But it was God’s heart and God’s sovereignty. God has the right to do what he wants with his own power and authority. This is his sovereignty. Our God is sovereign God and nobody can complain what God does. 

Look at verse 16. "So the last will be first, and the first will be last."
Have you heard this verse before? Yes, this is the same verse with the last verse of the previous chapter. Today’s parable exactly showed the truth of this verse. Many old Christians are very proud that they know many verses of the Bible, and they are elders and deacons and deaconesses and leaders of churches.  But if they don’t struggle constantly to be renewed, they are like old wineskins which are totally useless to God. God wants to use them, but they are old wineskins--so fragile to the powerful new wine. Jesus’ word "the last will be first, and the first will be last,” can be applied to anybody. If I don’t repent of my laziness and lack of faith and just claim that I became Christian long time ago, I will be last and least. However, this verse doesn’t say the last ALWAYS will be the first and vice versa. So, the first or last, we must thank God and struggle before God. 

In conclusion, today we learned one of the characteristics of the kingdom of God. As a member of the kingdom of God we must work hard. In order to be a member of the kingdom of God we must know the generosity of God.  We must know our God’s sovereignty. We should not be proud that we believed Jesus long time ago. If we don’t repent and renewed every day, the last will be first and the first will be last. God gave us same salvation in Christ even though we are not worthy. Thank God for his generosity and sovereignty. May God enable us not to forget his love and grace! May the gracious and almighty God always be with us!
Let’s read key verse together. (1) "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard."

(This message is modified version based on the late M. Samuel Lee’s message)
