Christmast 2009 Lesson 3        THE MAGI'S PILGRIMAGE
Matthew 2:1-12
Key Verse: 2:2

"...and asked, 'Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.'"

Merry Christmas! Joyeux Noel! Felis Navidad! This Sunday we celebrate Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ. Do you know why Chirstmas? The word Christmas means “Mass of Christ”. It originated from the Old English Cristes maesse. “Cristes” is from Greek Christos (Messiah) and “maesse” is from Latin missa (the holy mass). Do you know what mass is? It’s Catholic Church term of Eucharistic celebration. Eucharistic? Eucharist is “Holy Communion” or “The Lord’s Supper”. Jesus had the last supper before he died. That is Mass. So, Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ death for our sins. It’s very interesting. Is it not for Jesus’ birth? Yes, of course it is. There’s no death without birth. There are many debates and arguments about the Christmas day, December 25th. Orthodox churches celebrate Christmas on January 7th. A specific day itself is not so important when we remember what Jesus has done for us. Personally, I want everyday is Christmas day. My conclusion is Christmas is a time to remember Jesus – his birth, life and death. 
Today, Christmas story starts with Magi, wise men from the east. Look at verse 1.

2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem

Jesus was already born in Bethlehem in Judea. He probably was under 2 years old. Until then, Joseph and Mary had stayed in Bethlehem after Jesus was born. It was the time of King Herod. Who was he? He was a cruel king who killed many innocent children instead of baby Jesus. Jesus was born in the dark age of the king Herod. Who came from the east at that time? Magi. ‘Magi’ is plural form of Magus. Magi are the wise men (sages) who were the scholars of stars. They were truth-seekers. They were believed from Persia or current Iranian area. Some people believe their names were Balthsar, Caspar, and Melchior. They were highly regarded as classy people even like kings. Why did they come to Jerusalem? Look at verse 2. 
2:2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."

Here we can learn several things:

First, they were looking for Christ (2a)

They were looking for king of the Jews. Who was the king of the Jews at that time? King Herod. However, the king of the Jews in the Bible meant the Christ, Messiah. How did they know about the Christ? Through the Jews in exile, Bible was spread to old Babylonian area. The Magi must have studied the Bible and knew about the Christ. What did they learn about the Christ? They studied and wondered the problems of mankind. They were seeking the solution. Finally, they realized that Christ would come and solve all the problems through the Bible. They knew Christ was the only solution. Yes, he is. Then, why is he king of the Jews? Is he only for Jews? Anyone who believes in him is spiritual Jew. He was born as a Jew, but he is the king of the whole world, whole universe. He will save all mankind and solve all the problems of the world. Do you have problems? The Christ is the solution.
Second, they saw his star (2b)
The Magi studied the Bible very hard. They probably found Numbers 24:17. “A star will come out of Jacob.” It was the prophecy about the Messiah’s star. They searched hard on the star. Finally, they saw the Messiah’s star in the east. They knew the star would guide them to the Christ. From that day, their long journey to Christ, pilgrimage started. They were rich and affluent, but they left everything to find the truth in Christ. They were truth-seekers. Are you seeking the truth like the Magi?
Third, they have come to worship him (2c)

Why did they travel such a long journey? They came to worship Christ. They longed to see the Christ and worship him. They wanted to give their whole hearts to the Christ the King because the Christ is worthy to be praised and worshipped. In this Christmas season, let’s praise Jesus. Let’s worship the Christ!

The visit of Magi to seek the Christ brought a sensation in Jerusalem. In verse 3, When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
We can understand King Herod’s trouble. He was the political king and could be disturbed by the news of the birth of a new king. He had a new political opponent. However, why were all Jerusalem disturbed? They should have rejoiced about the birth of Christ, but they couldn’t. Why? Guess what if Jesus is coming back today. How many people can be ready to accept him with joy? May God help us to be ready for the Jesus’ second coming!
Magi didn’t know King Herod was so evil man, but he gave them correct answer through religious leaders. Herod knew the Magi were looking for the Christ and the religious leaders knew the Christ would come from Bethlehem. They knew, but they didn’t go to worship the Christ with Magi. Here was Herod’s conspiracy. He called Magi secretly and asked them to let him know where the Christ was so that he might go and worship him. However, actually he planned to kill the Christ not to worship him. How vicious he was! However, as Herod helped the Magi to find the Christ, God can teach us the way even using the evil people. 
Look at verse 9. 2:9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.

They found the star again. Finally they finished their journey to search the truth. What was their joy when they saw the star? Verse 10 says, 
2:10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.

They were overjoyed. NIV Bible translated simply “overjoyed”. However, in Greek version, overjoyed was “ἐχάρησαν χαρὰν μεγάλην σφόδρα.” (Eksaresan Karan megalen spodra. ) Rejoice, joy, great, exceedingly. King James Version translated literally like the Greek version. “They rejoiced with exceeding great joy.” What kind of joy could be exceeding great joy? Have you ever experienced that kind exceeding great joy?  Some of us can answer “yes”. The joy the Magi had came from searching and finding the truth. When we find Jesus truly, we can experience the same joy they had – exceeding great joy.
Look at verse 11. 

2:11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.

What did they do when they found the child Christ? They bowed down and worshiped the child. They presented him with their best gifts from hearts. Gold means kingship of Jesus. Jesus is the King of kings, but he is shepherd king who cares and loves his people. Incense implies the high priest. Jesus prays for us as the only mediator between God and sinners. And the myrrh was for the Christ’ death. Jesus died for our sins as the Lamb of God. Magi studied the Bible thoroughly about the Christ and prepared the best gifts for him. 

God warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod. God already knew the evil kings’ conspiracy and protected the Christ and Magi. They returned to their country by another route. They came from far country to see and worship the Christ and gave their precious gifts and returned home. They found the truth in Christ and overjoyed and worshipped him. That’s it. They didn’t ask or request anything to Christ. Of course, God gave them the exceeding great joy the world cannot give.
In conclusion, we learned Magi’s great pilgrimage. They were truth-seekers. They found the truth in Christ. They worshipped the truth, Christ. Christmas is the time to seek and find Jesus. This is the time to worship the Christ Jesus. Then, God will give us the exceeding great joy. Merry Christmas!

Let’s read key verse together. (2)
"...and asked, 'Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.'"
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