Ruth – the book of love story and faith of Ruth
Ruth chapters 1-4

Key verses Ruth 1:16-17

16But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.  17Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."
INTRODUCTION TO RUTH

The book of Ruth is like a jewel sparkling brightly against dark velvet. The time of the judges was marked by violence. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes "because there was no king in Israel." There seemed to be no faith and no faithfulness left in Israel. At this time of moral anarchy, God's eyes turned toward a Gentile woman, Ruth. God was not bound by Jewish nationalism - even though he chose Israel as his covenant people. God looks for men and women of faith in every age and in every nation. Ruth is one of the 5 women whom Matthew includes in Jesus' genealogy.

This book has only four chapters. You can read in 10 to 20 minutes. Let’s look at each chapter.

Chapter 1. Naomi emptied and returned from Moab.

The book of Ruth opens with a tragic story. In the days of the judges, Israel was spiritually and morally bankrupt. Bethlehem, the house of bread, was empty because of a famine. Elimelech took his wife Naomi and his two sons and moved to Moab. Then Elimelech died. The two boys, Mahlon and Kilion grew up and married Moabite girls. Then, they died too, leaving no children - only three sorrowful widows. What a sad story it is! 
Naomi heard that the famine in Israel had ended by the grace of God, so she decided to go home to Bethlehem. She advised her two daughters-in-law to go back to their own families to solve their marriage problems. Naomi could have tied them to live with her by being served, but she emptied her heart and mind. She wanted her daughters-in-law not to be tangled with her. She wanted to give them mercy and freedom. At first,they wept and didn’t accept Naomi’s favor, but finally Orpah accepted Naomi's advice, kissed her good-bye and left. However, Ruth made a surprising decision to go with her mother-in-law back to Israel. Look at 1:16 and 17. 16”But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."

Isn’t it so beautiful? She would be faithful to Naomi, to Naomi's people and to Naomi's God without knowing what would happen to her. She decided to entrust her future to Naomi's God.

Israel was a foreign country to Ruth even thought it was her deceased husband’s mother country. Living as a foreigner is not easy, language barriers, cultural differences, possible discrimination and many things. Moab, her mother country was better to live. Then, why did she choose Israel? It’s because she loved Naomi, her mother-in-law. She loved Israel, above all, she believed in God of Israel. We don’t know the behind-story about Ruth because nothing was written in the bible. However, we can guess that Ruth learned that God of Israel is the true God. Her decision was the decision of faith. Her decision was like that of Abraham. Abraham obeyed God even though he didn’t know where to go. Ruth’s love and faith for Naomi and God of Israel made her choose the same way; decision of faith. 
Sometimes we should decide which way we go. One way looks easy to go, but the other not. One way is wide open with big gate, but the other is narrow gate. Our life of faith is like a choosing a narrow gate. Living a holy life in God seems not easy. It looks giving us many restrictions to do in this world. However, we know that the end of the road, there’s a glorious reward. The wide gate is easy to enter, but finally there’s destruction. Why did we come here on this beautiful, bright Sunday? We could watch fantastic and dramatic videos whole Saturday night. We could go to a party on Saturday nights and sleep on Sunday until the afternoon.  I got up at 3:30 AM to prepare this message and walked around neighbors and found one house had two big screen TVs and they were watching something in the different rooms. They probably will go to bed in the morning and sleep until the afternoon. We could do the same, but we didn’t and we have come here. Why? To worship God and hear the word of God. It’s an example of life of faith. Why did many Christians choose death rather than the pleasure life in Roman Empire? Why did some missionaries like Hudson Taylor go to the third world even though they leave all things they had behind?  It’s because they knew the life of faith in God. It’s because they hoped the glorious kingdom of God. May God bless all and each of you to live a life of faith to the end!
Chapter 2. Ruth and Boaz Meet in the Harvest Fields
Our male main character appears in this chapter. Ruth went to work to support herself and Naomi. She gleaned grain in the barley fields, and unknowingly, she gleaned in the field of Boaz, a wealthy relative of her dead husband.

Boaz noticed Ruth. He had heard of her decision of faith to take care of her mother-in-law and to leave her own land to come and live with God's people. He was moved by her faith and by her beautiful mind. He told her to glean only in his field, and he instructed his men to protect her. When she thanked him, he prayed that God might bless her richly for taking refuge under the wings of the God of Israel. She responded with gracious humility. Then he invited her to lunch. He secretly instructed his harvesters to leave grain behind intentionally for her to glean.

Ruth worked hard all day, and in the evening when she returned home to Naomi, she brought almost an ephah (33 liters of grain). This was an extraordinary amount of grain for a gleaner to bring. Also, she brought a "doggie bag" of left-overs from lunch! So Naomi knew that someone had been especially kind to Ruth. She said, "Blessed be the man who took notice of you."

When Ruth told Naomi that she had worked in the field of a man named Boaz, a new hope came into Naomi's heart, for Boaz was her dead husband's relative. According to the levirate law, Boaz was one who could possibly redeem the family and property of Elimelech. God had not forgotten her family. He was still showing his kindness to the dead and to the living. Ruth confided in Naomi that Boaz had urged her to glean only in his field until the harvest ended.

Chapter 3. Naomi Sends Ruth to Boaz’s Threshing Floor
Naomi decided that the time had come for action. Ruth had been very prudent in her relationship with Boaz. Now, Naomi gave her a task that required courage. What was it? Mission Impossible? She was to go to Boaz at night, while he slept on the threshing floor after a hard day's work and a good meal, and ask him, as a kinsman-redeemer, to marry her and redeem her husband's name and property. It was a tough thing to do. It could be misunderstood as an immoral thing or as that she tried to seduce him. At least it could be embarrassing thing, but Ruth didn't calculate. She carefully followed Naomi's instructions. What happened?
Boaz did not misunderstand Ruth or despise her even though he was surprized. He was grateful. His first words were, "The Lord bless you." He knew her noble character (11). He knew that Naomi had sent her (15). He had already investigated the possibilities of redeeming her. He was ready to act. God was opening a way for two women of faith.

Chapter 4. Boaz Arranges to Fulfill His Pledge 

According to the levirate law, the brother or the nearest kinsman should marry the widow of the deceased and raise up children in his name. Ruth's invitation to Boaz (3:9) was based on this law. There was, however, a nearer kinsman than Boaz who had the first right of redemption. When Boaz told him about Elimelech's property, he wanted to redeem it. But when he learned that he must marry the widow of a dead relative, he backed out. He didn't want to risk anything. Boaz counted the cost and became the kinsman-redeemer. His redemptive act reminds us of God's grace.

The elders blessed their marriage to be like Rachel and Leah and Judah and Tamar. Rachel and Leah, wives of Jacob, struggled with each other, but they built up 12 ancestors of Israel (Ge 29-30). Tamar, like Ruth, did a tough thing to preserve Judah's family (38). The marriage of Boaz and Ruth was set on the foundation of God's history.

The book of Ruth began with the story of Naomi's tragedy. Naomi means “pleasant or happy”. She returned to Bethlehem such an empty, sorrowful woman that she changed her name to "Mara" (bitter). But now her sorrow turned to joy. She was full. Ruth was better than seven sons, and God gave Ruth and Boaz a son. His name was Obed. He was called Naomi's son. Ruth, a Gentile woman who lived by faith, became a source of blessing to her mother-in-law and to the nation.

Ruth's son became the grandfather of David, the great king who unified Israel and extended her borders and brought in her golden age. David was greatly loved. He was called a man after God's own heart. He was the man to whom God promised the Messiah. It is amazing grace and a sign of God's redemptive purpose for all people of the world that he chose a Gentile woman to be the direct ancestress of Jesus (Mt 1:1,5-6a). 
1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: 5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David.
We were Gentiles and foreigners like Ruth in view of Israel. But, by the grace of God, we became children of God. How? It’s because Jesus redeemed us. As Boaz sacrificed many things for Ruth, Jesus sacrificed for us. He sacrificed his divinity as the Son of God and became a man. He sacrificed his life for us. He died for our sins and redeemed us from death with his blood. Thank God for Jesus’ redemptive love. May God help us to love others as Jesus did and as Boaz did! May God enable us to live life of faith as Ruth did!
Let’s read key verse together.
