Numbers – The Book of wilderness

Number 1-36 (Read 14:1-38)
Key verse Numbers 14:8 “If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.”

1. Introduction to Numbers
The book of Numbers is the fourth book of Moses. Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. The mighty hand of the Lord delivered them from bondage in Egypt and brought them on eagle's wings across the Red Sea, through the wilderness to Mount Sinai. There, God revealed his purpose for his people: He wanted them to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Ex 19:6). So, at Sinai God gave Moses the Law, the core of which is the Ten Commandments. God also gave instructions for the construction of the sanctuary so that he might dwell in the midst of his people. Finally, the tabernacle was finished, and the glory of the Lord filled it. The book of Numbers begins here, at the foot of Mt. Sinai. God led them through the wilderness with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

This journey to the Promised Land should have taken only two weeks, but it took forty years. They were free from bondage in Egypt, but still bound by their slave mentality. They were full of complaints and a spirit of rebellion. They needed God's training. It was hard; most of them died in the desert. But this training made them a great people. The Hebrew title for this book, bemidbar means "in the wilderness." There are two census lists (1,26)--hence the name, "Numbers." 

Here is the general outline:

1:1-10:10--Instructions--preparing to depart

10:11-21:35--From Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab

22:1-25:18--Israel's seduction by the Moabites

26:1-36:13--How to conquer and live in the promised land
2. Things Not to Learn
In many ways, numbers is a book about failures. What kind of failures? Foolishness, disobediences, complaints, rebellion, idolatry, adultery, no thanksgiving heart and etc.  Here are the top five winners for foolish choices recorded in Numbers.

5) Korah (Numbers 16).  – Lack of Lordship, rebellion
   Korah was a descendant of Kohath, the son of Levi. He served God in the temple as a member of Levites. He got 3 buddies and 250 henchmen and rose up against Moses. What did he say to Moses? Look at 16:3. "You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the LORD'S assembly?"
His words sound right. He looked like a fighter for the democracy. However, his problem was he didn’t accept Moses as God’s servant - lack of Lordship. What happened to him? The earth swallowed up Korah and his followers. Let us not judge the servant of God. 
4) The prophet Balaam (Numbers 22-24) – Using Spiritual gift in wrong intention
   Balaam was a Midian prophet. He was paid by the Moabite King Balak to put a curse on Israel. God interceded even to the point of making Balaam’s own donkey try to reason with him. Can’t get much worse than that. It’s very interesting story and let me tell about it briefly. Balaam pretended to reject Balak’s offer, but he wanted money. Yet, he couldn’t lie to God. In the second offer from Balak, God allowed Balaam to go to Balak, but it was supposed to be his death. When an angel of the Lord waited to kill Balaam on the way to Balak, donkey saw the angel with sword, but Balaam didn’t. So, the donkey tried to escape from the angel and protect its owner Balaam, but Balaam was angry and hit the faithful donkey. Suddenly the donkey could talk and debate with Balaam. What an amazing story! 

   Balaam was a man of great spiritual gift, but he was not better than his donkey when he had impure heart before God. He was captured with money.  Finally, Balaam couldn’t curse on Israel because God didn’t allow his mouth to curse on God’s people. Three times he blessed Israel rather than cursed. He was killed later with five Midian kings when they were conquered.   
3) Miriam and Aaron (Numbers 12) – Against God’s Lordship
Miriam and Aaron were Moses’ older sister and older brother. They were used by God preciously. However, they began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife. We don’t know the detailed story, but we know what was their problem in 12:2 "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" 
Their problem was they wanted a bigger piece of the power. It was similar with Korah’s problem, but not so severely. Did they get a bigger piece of pie? All Miriam got was a temporary case of leprosy and all they both got was a bigger piece of humble pie.
2) The ten fearful spies (Numbers 13-14) – pessimistic 

These men were the leaders of their clans. They had witnessed God’s provision. Yet, they turned chicken when they were within God’s Promised Land, Canaan. They called themselves as grasshoppers. They spread bad reports and influenced to destroy the faith of their people. They didn’t have faith in God.

1) People (Numbers 11, 13-14): Let us not complain. Let us not forget God’s grace.
The all-time prize for the foolish has to go to the Israelite people. Sure, it’s not easy to trek through a desert, but God has been faithful. They kept complaining and grumbling. It starts from chapter 11. Their journey in the wilderness was hard. So, 1 Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD,(11:1) and fire came from God’s anger burned some of the outskirts of the camp.  In 11:4-6, Israel’s rabble came:  4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”
God gave them manna in the wilderness. It was really miracle that they didn’t starve in the wilderness without any cultivation.  But they complained for food. Meat, fish, cucumber, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. They complained that they lost their appetite. Finally they gathered and cried out with wailing. It was so funny. It made Moses so burdened and he asked God to let him die. God showed them another miracle. God sent so many quails through winds and they ate so much meat of the quails and many of them died in the middle of the time that the meat was stuck in their teeth.  
  In chapter 14, when they heard the bad reports of the ten fearful spies, they all raised their voices and wept aloud. All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron. They planned to choose a leader and go back to Egypt. They might have been destroyed by God if there was no Moses’ supplication. They could have conquered Canaan by faith and entered at that time. But because of their unbelief, they had to wander in the wilderness for 40 years until all old generation died except Joshua and Caleb.  They saw God’s miracles, but they kept forgetting God’s grace and kept complaining.
How could they keep doing like that? We are likely to judge them. However, isn’t it our portrait and our unbelief? Despite we experienced God’ miraculous salvation and power, we are likely to forget it and kept complaining. Haven’t you complained to God life of faith is worse than life in the world without faith ? Just as Israelite people complained that slavery life in Egypt was better than life with freedom in wilderness?  Our life in this world is like wilderness. It’s not easy life, but God is with us. We are in the divine school of wilderness and learning many things about faith. We are learning how to rely on God, how to fight our spiritual enemies. We experience God’s miracles, his amazing grace, abundant provisions. After all things we go through, we will enter the promised realm, heaven. If we are ready, God will call us to be with him anytime, but we have to learn many things in order to fit to life in heaven. So, what should we do? We should not complain, but we should thank God and remember his grace. Let’s remember his wonderful grace and amazing love. Let’s remember his miraculous salvation. 
3. Things to learn: 
Numbers are covered with many failures, but we can learn some cases of precious people of faith 

1) Moses: A man of humility, heart, shepherd 
Moses suffered a lot because of Israelite people. He was challenged by people many times even from his sister and brother. But whenever he got challenged, he didn’t fight directly to the people. He faced down and asked God always. He was a man of humility. God acclaimed that Moses very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth. (12:2) He was also a man of heart. When Joshua reported Eldad and Medad were prophesying in the camp and asked him to stop them. But Moses replied. "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD'S people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!" (11:29)
He was a good shepherd. When Israel was endangered to be destroyed, he asked God earnestly to save them. Even Moses was a good shepherd, he couldn’t bare the people and got angry with them and disobeyed God’s command. So, he couldn’t enter the promised land. 
When we are challenged, can we act like Moses? How much can we be patient with people who keep bugging us? I pray that I may learn Moses and his humble heart, his compassionate heart toward Israel. 

2) Caleb and Joshua: Fighting spirit and faith in God
When 12 spies explored Canaan area, ten of them reported negative. However, Caleb and Joshua were different. 
14:8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 14:9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them."
They had faith in God. It’s not easy to stand in the opposite side when the most people see the same thing in negative way. But they did! How could it be possible? When they have faith in God and his promise, they became positive. “If the Lord is pleased with us.” The key point of the victory does not belong to our power or ability. It’s faith and attitude. “If the Lord is pleased with us.” If we are pleasing God, God will help us. How could boy David kill Goliath the giant? Was it his stoning skill? No it was not all. Fundamentally his faith pleased God. So, God helped him. So, we should check our heart first. Do I please God with this? Will God is pleased with my faith?
3) Phinehas and daughters of Zelophehad. 

There are more cases of faith in Numbers. In chapter 24, Phinehas showed righteous anger for the sake of God. In chapter 27, the daughters of Zelophehad won the inheritance of his father and kept his father’s name because his father died without a son. They regarded his family name precious in front of God and claimed the inheritance by faith. God heard their acts of faith. 
In conclusion: Numbers is the book of the wilderness and training. Let us not be like people in the wilderness. Let us not forget God’s grace. Let us not complain to God. Let us live by faith as Moses and Caleb and Joshua.  Let us please God by faith.
Let’s read key verse together. 14:8 “If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.”

