Leviticus – the book of holiness
Leviticus 1-27 (read Lev 19:1-10, Heb 9:1-15)
Key verses  
19:2"Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, 'You shall be holy, 
          for I the LORD your God am holy.
20:26 You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations 
          to be my own.
Last week we learned about Exodus. Exodus was the book of salvation, deliverance. 

Today we will learn the third book of Moses. What is it? Leviticus. 

1. Why is Leviticus? (Title)

Leviticus came from Greek word Λευιτικός which means “relating to the Levites.” Who are Levites? A brand of a blue jean? Levites are the tribe of Levi who was the third son of Jacob. They were selected to serve God in the tabernacle, and temple. Tabernacle is a movable temple when Israelites were in wilderness. Main job of the Levites was all things related to the sacrifices in the temple. The Hebrew name of The book of Leviticus is “Wayiqra”( ויקרא‎sounds why-krah). As other books start with the first phrases, it means “And he(the Lord) called”. In Leviticus, many things were written about sacrifices and offerings, social and moral laws, regulations, and feasts and holy days. So, we can say Leviticus is the book of holiness, sacrifice, and Law.
2. Who wrote it and when? (Author and Date)

Moses was thought to be the author or the compiler of the five books. So, it was likely to be written among 40 years in the wilderness (BC. 1446-1406?) 

3. What was written? (Themes)

Leviticus is a manual of sacrifices and worship. It explains how they are to be his holy people and to worship him in a holy manner. The theme and purpose God gave this book is written in many times. Let’s read 11:45 together. "I am the LORD who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy.” Let’s read 20:26, too. “You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own.”
God wants us to be his holy people. Why? It’s because God who called us is holy. The key thought of this book is holiness – the holiness of God and the holiness of his people. In Leviticus “holy” means perfect one. So the sacrifice was to give with perfect offerings without any defect or blemish. Even the way of worship God must be perfect. In chapter 10 there is a story about death of Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and Abihu. They were priests and died. Do you know why? It was because they burnt incenses with unauthorized fire before the Lord. Even they were priests; they died when they didn’t obey God’s command perfectly. It sounds scary, but God wanted perfect sacrifice. 
What contents are in the book? Leviticus could be categorized into 9 sections. Let’s briefly look at them.
This book can be divided into two main parts – sacrifice offerings and cleanness. First part is chapters 1 to 16 and second 17 to 27. Let me read them here. Chapters 1 to 7 tells about the five main offerings. They are burnt offering, grain offering, fellowship offering, sin offering and guilt offering. Chapters 8 -10 tells about Aaron and his sons, the priests. God raised them as the priests and they performed the first sacrifice according to the way God told Moses. Chapters 11 to 15 tell about the Laws of Cleanness – Food, childbirth, diseases, etc. Chapter 16 says about the Yom Kipper, annual day of atonement. 
The second part is about the Cleanness, the holy living Israel must keep. From 17 to 20, it is written what to do and what not to do. In 21 – 22, the holy life of priests is written. From 23 to 25 are the holy days and feasts including Sabbath, Sabbath year, year of Jubillee, Passover etc.

In chapter 26 are covenant about blessings and curses and it finished in chapter 27 with regulations about vows, firstborn offering and tithe and redemption. 

	
	Chs
	Contents
	Themes

	Sacrifice offerings
	1-7
	The five Main Offerings(Burnt, Grain, Fellowship, Sin, Guilt)
	Holiness

	
	8-10
	Aaron and His Sons,  the priests
	Coming to God (Atonement)

	
	11-15
	Laws of Cleanness – Food, childbirth, diseases, etc
	

	
	16
	The Annual Day of Atonement (Yom Kipper)
	

	Cleanness
(Holy Living)
	17-20
	Holy people (What to do/not to do) eat, sex, custom…
	Fellowship with God (Restoration)

	
	21-22
	Holy Priests (What to do/not to do) sacred offering…
	

	
	23-25
	Holy Days (Sabbath, Sabbath year, year of Jubilee, Feasts -Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, Harvest Week, Trumpets-Rosh Hashanah-New Year,  Day of Atonement, Tabernacles, Sacred Assembly )
	

	
	26
	Covenant Blessings and Curses
	

	
	27
	Vows, Firstborn offering, Tithe
	


4. What can we learn (Lessons)

Leviticus is mostly about laws and regulations. Few stories are in this book, so it’s hard to read and easy to get bored.  What can we learn from this dry and boring manual-like book?  Using www.wordcounter.com tool, I searched whole Leviticus text and found 100 frequent words. The numbers are a little different from Mybible tool, but not big difference, almost same. 
	 
	Word
	times
	 
	Word
	times
	 
	Word
	times
	 
	Word
	times
	 
	Word
	times

	1
	lord
	306
	21
	land
	56
	41
	water
	40
	61
	two
	29
	81
	sacrifice
	24

	2
	offering
	261
	22
	atonement
	56
	42
	grain
	39
	62
	clothes
	28
	82
	goat
	24

	3
	must
	206
	23
	sons
	54
	43
	anyone
	39
	63
	right
	28
	83
	defect
	24

	4
	priest
	163
	24
	bring
	54
	44
	head
	37
	64
	woman
	28
	84
	sexual
	23

	5
	unclean
	121
	25
	'if
	52
	45
	person
	36
	65
	sacred
	28
	85
	father
	23

	6
	altar
	87
	26
	fat
	51
	46
	days
	36
	66
	come
	27
	86
	entrance
	23

	7
	aaron
	81
	27
	israelites
	50
	47
	place
	36
	67
	cut
	27
	87
	over
	22

	8
	moses
	80
	28
	said
	49
	48
	year
	34
	68
	rest
	27
	88
	eaten
	21

	9
	blood
	78
	29
	god
	48
	49
	burn
	33
	69
	wash
	26
	89
	against
	21

	10
	one
	75
	30
	take
	47
	50
	live
	33
	70
	touches
	26
	90
	male
	21

	11
	sin
	74
	31
	clean
	46
	51
	off
	32
	71
	say
	26
	91
	disease
	21

	12
	man
	70
	32
	seven
	45
	52
	without
	32
	72
	guilt
	26
	92
	hair
	21

	13
	holy
	69
	33
	skin
	44
	53
	evening
	31
	73
	relations
	25
	93
	infectious
	20

	14
	day
	69
	34
	because
	44
	54
	house
	31
	74
	burned
	25
	94
	bathe
	20

	15
	make
	68
	35
	tent
	44
	55
	animal
	31
	75
	brought
	25
	95
	seventh
	20

	16
	put
	68
	36
	offerings
	43
	56
	value
	29
	76
	set
	24
	96
	jubilee
	20

	17
	made
	68
	37
	meeting
	43
	57
	does
	29
	77
	commanded
	24
	97
	pronounce
	19

	18
	fire
	60
	38
	'do
	43
	58
	bull
	29
	78
	sins
	24
	98
	outside
	19

	19
	burnt
	59
	39
	oil
	41
	59
	fellowship
	29
	79
	mildew
	24
	99
	offer
	19

	20
	eat
	58
	40
	people
	40
	60
	present
	29
	80
	examine
	24
	100
	way
	19


Do you know what the most frequent word in Leviticus is?  It was all capital “LORD” which is God’s name, Jehovah or YAWE in other versions.  LORD and Lord appeared more than 300 times in NIV 1984. If we include God 48 times, total will be more than 350. What is the 2nd? Offering was 261 times and offerings 43 and offer 19, total 323. What is the third? MUST appears 206. It means keeping God’s word is mandatory not optional. Fourth to thirteenth are PRIEST, UNCLEAN, ALTAR, AARON, MOSES, BLOOD, ONE, SIN, MAN, HOLY. 

Here we can learn all the frequent words in Leviticus are closely related with one word. What is it? HOLY.

What about sin and unclean? They are opposite of holy. As I said at first, Leviticus is the book of Holiness. Each week we sing the same song. One is the Lord’s prayer and the other one is --- Holy, Holy, Holy. We read the book Holy Bible. What does HOLY mean?  Holy is defined ‘specially recognized as sacred by religious use’, ‘dedicated or devoted to God’, or ‘having a spiritually pure quality’. In brief, ‘Holy’ means separated from impurity or sin and devoted to God. 
Then, why does God want Holiness? It’s because God is holy. Sin, death, and darkness are far from God, never connected to God. Holy God created the world with his holy and good purpose. What did God say when he finished his creation? “It was very good.” When God created man, he wanted to create the man in his Holy image. Man was created to be holy. However, sin came to mankind. Impure thought and evil idea appeared to mankind seduced by Satan. So, they disobeyed God’s command. You know Genesis chapter 3 story well. Eve and Adam ate God’s forbidden fruit of the knowledge of good and evil. So, sin came to men and death penalty was given. As time went by sin became growing and human-beings became eviler and more sinful. 
God wanted fallen men restored to be holy as his good purpose. However, sin problem must be solved first. So, God established sacrifice law to solve sin problem, for the forgiveness of sins. Leviticus tells about the way. It is the sacrifice of animals. When a man recognizes his sin, he brings an animal such as lamb without blemish or defect. The sinner lays his hands on the animal’s head and the priests slay it for the sinner. And the priests sprinkle its blood on the altar. The man must the all the procedure – how the animal is being killed and bleeding, dying, and being sacrificed. It will be painful scenes. When I saw the pictures of sacrifices of animals in the websites, it hurt my heart. Because of man’s sin, innocent animals had to be slaughtered and shed blood.  
As we read in Hebrews chapter 9, everything was done in a tabernacle. See the pictures. First one is a model of tabernacle. Bulls and Lambs were ready to be slaughtered.  As you see in the picture, the tabernacle is consisted of courtyard and Holy Place and the Most Holy Place or Holy of Holies in other bible.(Heb 9:2) The Most Holy Place represents the Presence of God. Even a high priest could die if he enters without cleanness. Hebrew 9 tells about it, especially the Day of Atonement. In the Most Holy Place, once a year the High Priest could enter with the blood of animal. This should have done each year. But look at Hebrews 9:11-12. “11 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption”
Jesus came as the high priest and entered the Most Holy Place by his own blood for eternal redemption. This tells about Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins. Jesus gave himself as the sacrifice to God once for all! Forever. No more annual sacrifice. We don’t have to slay animals for our sins. What we should do is to believe in Jesus only. Jesus died painfully on the cross and shed his precious blood. His blood of sacrifice can forgive all our sins when we accept him as our Messiah, Lamb of God. Nobody could enter the Most Holy Place before God. But now look at Hebrews 10:19 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,”
We cannot stand before God, but we can now because of Jesus’ blood. So, we can now call God as Father as his precious children - Papa, Abba, Fasha. 
Then, what about the laws and regulations in Leviticus? Do we have to still keep them? Can’t we eat pork or crab? What about the moral issues such as extramarital affairs, or same sex marriage? As Jesus already paid all penalties of our sins, we don’t have to be bound under the rituals and sacrifices. Food or cultural differences can be accepted. However, moral laws are to be kept always. As holy people of God, we must not commit any sins. Jesus didn’t abolish the Law, but he enforced the spirit of the Law. We must not commit sins physically. Furthermore, we must not even in mind and thought. Our lives should be holy and acceptable to God. What if we commit sin again? We don’t have to offer sacrifice again. We should come to Jesus and confess our sins and repent with broken heart. God will forgive our sins because Jesus already paid my price of sins. What an amazing grace we have! 
God wants his people to live holy. We are not originally holy and cannot be holy. However, by the power of Jesus’ blood God sees us righteous. And we can be changed to holy children of God by the help of the Holy Spirit. To get to God, we don’t need animals’ blood any more. Only what we need is Jesus’ blood and faith in his love. Thank God for Jesus’ precious blood for our sins! May God help us to live holy lives only by faith in Jesus!

Let’s read Chapter 20:26 together.” You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own.”






