JUDGES – THE BOOK OF REPEATED SIN AND GRACE
Judges 1-21 (Read chapter 2)
Key verses 2:18-19
18Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them. 19But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.
Last week we learned the book of Joshua. Joshua was a great servant of God and leader of Israel. He was a warrior, and he was a man of prayer and word of God. He was faithful to serve the LORD to the end. 
Today’s book is Judges. Hebrew title is “Shoftim” which means Judges. When we say Judges, it gives us an impression about the Law - legal, court or jurisdictional issues. Judges in the Bible were mainly warriors like Joshua not supreme court judges. Judges stories are very interesting to read. It’s like an action movies such as Brave Heart or 300. Through Judges we can also see sinful human nature. There’s a cycle of sin in Judges. It was not only their problems, but our chronic problem as well. In those desperate times, God showed his mercy and faithfulness by raising Judges to save Israelites when they repented.
1. Who wrote it?

It’s not clear that who wrote it, but traditionally Samuel, the prophet was known as the writer.
2. When was it written?

The book of Judges was likely written between 1045 BC and 1000 BC. So, it’s more than 3000 year old story.
3. Why was it written?

The book of Judges shows us the cycle of Israel’s sins. God sent Judges to save them from the oppression of foreign enemies. God’s mercy and faithfulness are shown even though Israelites continually commit sins against God. 
4. What was written?
As it said, Israel’s sin cycle was written. Until Joshua’s leadership, Israel served the Lord. However, after Joshua’s death, Israel falls into sin and idolatry. They sin against God. God sends foreign nations as their oppressors and Israel is enslaved by them. Then, out of the sufferings and pains, Israel cries out to the Lord. Gracious and compassionate God hears their cry and raises up a Judge. Then the Judge defeats enemies and Israel is delivered. Israel repents and serves the Lord again. This is repeated and repeated in the book of Judges.
The book of Judges has two main sections. First section is from chapter 1 to 16 which tell about 12 judges.

Second section consists of chapters 17 to 21. These chapters are not related to the previous chapters. These chapters show the sinful life of Israel. Micah and Danites’ idol worship was written in chapters 17 and 18. In chapters 19 to 21 there is a story about civil war – war between Benjamites and other Israelite tribes. And the verse of each chapter tells exactly about the situation. “7:6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.” Everyone did as he saw fit means that they didn’t follow God’s words and lived as their own sinful desires. 
In the first parts there are 12 Judges’ names come – Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson. Let’s see their reign (serving) time and oppressed nations through the table.
	Name
	Tribe and special things
	Passage
	Reign
	Oppressor(King)
	Year

	1. Othniel
	Juda, Niece of Caleb
	3:7-11
	40 yrs
	Mesopotamia(Cushan)
	8

	2. Ehud
	Benjamin, Left-handed
	3:12-30
	80 yrs
	Moab (Eglon)
	18

	3.Shamgar
	Naphtali, Killed 600 Philistines with Oxgoad
	3:31
	 
	
	 

	4.Debora
	Ephraim, Female Judge, general Barak
	Chs 4-5
	40 yrs
	Canaan (Jamin)
	20

	5.Gideon
	Manasseh, 300 army
	Chs 6-8
	40 yrs
	Midian
	7

	6.Tola
	Issachar
	10:1,2
	23 yrs
	
	 

	7.Jair
	Gilead-Manesseh, Thirty sons
	10:3-5
	22 yrs
	
	 

	8.Jephthah
	Gilead-Manesseh, son of prostitute
	11:1-12:7
	6 yrs
	Ammon
	18

	9.Ibzan
	Zebulun(?)
	12:8-10
	7 yrs
	
	 

	10.Elon
	Zebulun
	12:11,12
	10 yrs
	
	 

	11.Abdon
	Ephrain
	12:13-15
	8 yrs
	
	 

	12.Samson
	Dan, Nazarite, power
	Chs 12-16
	20 yrs
	Philistine
	40


Among them, let’s think about three famous judges. 
1) Deborah (chs 4-5)
Chapter 4 verse 1 says “After Ehud died, the Israelites once again did evil in the eyes of the LORD.” So, God left them in the hands of Jabin, a king of Canaan, and made them suffer for 20 years. Sisera was the commander of his army.  King Jabin had 900 iron chariots and oppressed Israelites severely. It was around BC 1200 and iron chariot was like a tank now. Israel only had swords and spears and they could not beat Jabin’s iron chariots. Finally, they cried out to God out of their pains.
God raised a female judge at that time. She was Deborah, a prophetess. She received God’s direction and helped people to settle their disputes. She was a basically spiritual leader. Through her God gave direction to general Barak to defeat king Jamin’s army. (Barak? Have you heard this name? US President middle name?) However, Barak was afraid and lack of faith so he asked Deborah to go with him for the war. "If you go with me, I will go; but if you don't go with me, I won't go." Because of his lack of faith, God gave honor of victory to the other person, a woman. Do you know who? Deborah? No. It was given to a housewife Jael. God helped Israel to win the war and Sisera the general of King Jabin fled on foot. He went to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber with whom he had friendly relationship. Sisera asked water to Jael, but she gave him milk and he was so tired and fell asleep. Jael killed Sisera during he slept. So, the honor of victory went to a woman Jael as Deborah’s prophecy. 
Deborah’s story tells about faith. God uses people, but blesses people of faith all the more. When God wants to use you, what will you say? Oh Lord why me? Use him.  God is pleased when we obey by faith. Deborah was a woman, but she was used by God in many ways. Women are sometimes doing better than men. Isn’t it true? In chapter 4, Deborah and Jael did better than Barak. May God raise many women of faith among us! May God raise many men and women of God from Canada!
2) Gideon (chs 6-8)
Gideon’s story is famous. Gideon was a timid man. When Israel was oppressed by Midian, he was hiding under a winepress. Even though he was a timid man, an angel of the Lord called him. "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior."(6:12) He was not a warrior, but God called him as a warrior. Gideon was not sure so he asked God a sign. It’s fleece testing. If the fleece is wet, but the grass is dry, he said to God that he would believe. It was done as he prayed. The next day he tested again that the grass was wet but the fleece was dry. God answered his prayer again. So Gideon was confident and called people of Israel. 32,000 volunteered to help Gideon, but God had other plans. God reduced the size of the army to 10,000 and again to 300. How could win victory with 300 soldiers? However, God himself did it! God already worked in the Midianites’ camp by putting their hearts fear of Gideon. God gave Gideon wisdom to disguise like they were so many soldiers. He made soldiers to prepare torches and jars. They hid torches in the jars and surround the enemies’ camp. Suddenly they blew trumpets and smashed jars and shouted “A sword of the LORD and for Gideon!” When they heard the trumpet they started to flee and confused and killed each other. 
When we see Gideon’s case we realize that when God uses, anybody can be changed as a great warrior. 

Even though Gideon made a serious sin leading Israelites to idolatry because of ebot he made, God kept his promise with him.
3) Samson (chs 13-31)
Samson was a miserable judge. 
Manoa’s wife couldn’t have child. However, an angel of God appeared to Manoa’s wife and told that a son would be born. He was the judge Samson who could save Israel from Palestine. He was a Nazarite which meant to be given to God. His power was from his hair. Samson was very powerful, but he made foolish choices sometimes. He get married Philistine woman despite his parents wanted him get married Israel woman. Soon after marriage he left her due to the riddle accident. He made a riddle for Philistines and they threatened his wife to let them know the answer. His wife pressed Samson and finally they knew the answer. Samson killed 30 of them and left her with anger. Later his wife was given to another man because Samson didn’t come. Samson was so angry and made Philistine fields harmed with foxes. This made Philistines kill his wife and father-in-law. Due to this accident, Samson killed 1000 Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone. 
Samson was a judge of Israel and the strongest in the world, but he didn’t use his power as God wanted. Samson fell in love with a Philistine prostitute named Delilah. He told his secret to her and  he had his hair shaved. Soon he lost the source of power and Delilah sold him to Philistines. They seized powerless Samson and gouged out his eyes and made him blind. They made him as a entertainment in their temple. During that time the hair on his head began to grow again. Samson asked a servant to put him to the pillars of the temple. Samson prayed his last prayer to God. Look at 16:28. Then Samson prayed to the LORD, "O Sovereign LORD, remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes."
He pushed the two central pillars with all his power. The temple fell and killed many people and Samson himself. 

Samson was a chosen judge, but his didn’t lead Israelite people as God’s way and finally he could not but to die with the enemies. It was really sad thing. His power was given by God and the Spirit of God worked on him, but he did not live a holy life. With the gift of God, he did not live for God, but lived for himself as his own desire. His last prayer tells he revenged for himself not for the LORD. We should not forget to use our power in the way pleasing God. 
5. Conclusion - What can we learn from Judges?
First, we should not live as we see fit. In the last chapters many times we can find “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”  When each man did according to his own way and thought, they lost order and peace. Turbulence came to fight and kill the brothers, same people. Therefore, we learn that people should be united with the leader God raised and obey to God. Then spiritual order and peace will come. 
Second, God is the God of justice and love. God punished Israel when they committed sin. And when they repented and cried out to God, he forgave them and became gracious to them. In the book of judges, God of justice and love revealed clearly.

Third, God has even used those who were weak and sinful as judges and has been with them. Gideon was the least of his household and weak and timid. Ehud was left-handed, Deborah was a woman, Jephthah was a son of prostitute. Samson was weak at worldly seduction and lived a secular life against God’s will even though he was a Nazarite. Nevertheless, God used these weak, timid and sinful people and saved Israel using them. God used weak and imperfect people and defeat powerful enemies and revealed his glory and power. So, don’t be dismayed. We can be like Israelites, but also we can be used by God as he had used judges.
