

Bible2 Study 2011

Genesis – the book of the beginnings
(It’s March, let’s begin again!)
Genesis chapters 1-50
Key verses 
Genesis 1:1   In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:31. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.
Let’s start with some Bible Quiz.

These are nonsense quizzes. 

1. What was the first zoo in the world?  Noah’s ark.

2. Who was the first person that flew the sky?  Enoch

3. What is between heaven and hell?  AND.

These are real bible quizzes from Genesis. 
1. How many chapters are in Genesis? 50
2. How long had Enoch lived on earth? 365

3. Who lived longest in the world and how long did he live? Methuselah 969

We have started Bible Books study and today is the first book. What is it? Yes. Genesis. [Ok, let’s begin with summary.]
Genesis Story
50 chapters are in Genesis. Somebody made a Genesis story with each chapter’s summary in Korean and I translated and revised it here in English. 1)
The number in the bracket is chapter. Let’s go now.

In the beginning God created (1) Heavens and the earth and planted a garden in the east, in Eden (2).
Adam and Eve in Eden disobeyed God and ended with the Fall (3) and his son Cain Murdered (4) Abel. So, Adam’s line (5) Included Seth instead. Everybody on earth sinned that God told Noah to make an Ark (6) and swept all with the Flood(7) and the ark came to rest on the Mountains of Ararat(8) and God gave Noah Rainbow Covenant(9). People (10) after then sinned and made Babel Tower (11). Then, God called Abraham(12) with blessings and sent him to Canaan. Abraham went down to Egypt due to famine and on the way back separated with his nephew Lot who was like his son. When he was so lonely, God consoled him giving NEWS covenant (13) - North/East/West/South. When Lot was captured by the Salt Sea Alliance (14), Abraham rescued him, but became afraid of their retaliation. So, God strengthened him with blazing torch covenant (15). Abraham had son Ishmael (16) from Hagar against God’s will, but God was patient with him and gave him the covenant of circumcision (17). God visited and Abraham made deal with him for 10 righteous people (18) in Sodom where Lot lived, but Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed (19) with fire and sulfur. Abraham deceived Abimelek (20) with his wife as his sister, but God endured and cared him and gave the son Isaac (21) and tested Abraham (22) with sacrifice of Isaac. Sarah died (23). Sad Isaac married Rebekah (24) after his mom died and was comforted with twin sons. Jacob the younger son bought the birthright with a red stew (25) from his older bro Esau. Because of famine Isaac moved to Palestine and was digging wells (26). Jacob disguised and deceived his father Isaac with tasty food (27) and got blessings of the firstborn and escaped from Esau. He met God at Bethel (28) and went to his uncle Laban and married (29) Leah and Rachel. Jacob became having many children and flocks (30) and fled from Laban (31). On the way back home Jacob wrestled with God at Jabbok (32) and met Esau peacefully (33). Jacob was supposed to be back to Bethel, but went Shechem. After Dinah’s incident (34), Jacob went to El-Bethel (35) and Esau’s line (36) was told and new story about the Dreamer Joseph (37) started. After Judah and Tamar’s weird incident (38), Joseph was sold to Egypt (39) and sent to prison because of Mrs. Potiphar and met the Cupbearer and the Baker (40). Joseph became the Prime Minister of Egypt (41) by God’s grace through interpreting Pharaoh’s dream. He gave money back with grain (42) to his brothers who came to buy food due to famine. When they came the second time, he invited them to the feast (43) and put a silver cup (44) sneakily to Benjamin’s sack to help them to repent. Finally he revealed himself to brothers (45) and met father Jacob(46). Jacob’s family moved to Egypt and settled in Goshen (47). Jacob blessed his two grandsons (48) Manasseh and Ephraim and blessed his twelve sons (49) and died. Joseph died (50) later, too. 

That’s the story. Can you draw pictures of the story? Let’s think about some facts about Genesis briefly.
Title: Genesis

What is Genesis? A car brand name? Genesis is came from Greek word “geneseos” meaning “birth”, “geneology”, “origin”. In Hebrew, “breshith” which is “In the beginning” in Hebrew. So, Genesis is the book of beginnings. 

Background

When we read the Genesis we can find two big background cultures. One is Mesopotamia and the other is Egypt. Chapters 1 to 38 are Mesopotamian background and 39-50 are Egyptian background. Eden was thought located near Mesopotamia. Tower of Babel was there, Abraham was born there, Isaac took a wife from there, and Jacob lived there for 20 years. Some very old records such as Gilgamesh epic tablet are from Mesopotamia. From chapter 39, when Joseph’s story starts, many Egyptian culture and stories come such as grape cultivation and Egyptian funerary practices. 
Author and Date of Writing

Who wrote Genesis? There are some different theories, but historically Jews and Christians held that Moses wrote and compiled the first five books of the Old Testament. The 40-year period of Israel’s wanderings in the desert (BC. 1446 -1406) would have been the most likely the time of Moses’ writing.

What can we learn from Genesis?

There are many lessons we can get from Genesis study. However, we can find some keys from here.
1. Beginning
When we see stars in the sky in the night, we would think “How did the beautiful stars exist there?” We also experience that little kids ask about “Daddy, how did I come here?” Sometimes we see some adoptees visit their mother country and try to find their biological parents. Even though they were given up by them, the children want to see their parents and their mother country. Why? It’s because they want to know where they came from. People have natural desire to know about their origin, beginning. How could all things come to exist? There are some theories about the beginning. In Old ancient society, they though men were from natural element like water, fire, earth, and wind. In modern society, there are several scientific theories about the origin. The famous ones are evolution theory and big bang theory. Very long, long time ago, universe was a dot and one day it exploded and expanded. That is the big bang theory. Evolution theory also assume very long time and organic changed and evolved to the better positions and finally it became animals and even human-beings. They have their own theory backgrounds and explanations, but they cannot give us the purpose of existence or meaning of life. Everything was done by chance or by accident in a long, long time period.
But, look at Genesis 1:1. Let’s recite altogether. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Bible clearly tells us about how the world and all things including me started. God created them. In the beginning, he did. There are some different theories about “In the beginning” even among Christian scholars – some says it’s long, long time, others around 6000 years ago. It’s not so important. One thing very important is that God created. That’s how all things began. Not only that, Genesis tells that why those started. Look at Genesis 1:31. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.
Here, we learn that God created all things for his good purpose. In the sight of God it was very good. In my view or other people’s view, Sometimes I am not so good. Just so so, comme ci comme ça. Sometimes we feel like we are terribly bad or ugly or wrong. However, God sees us it was very good and wants us to restore to be very good because he created us with the purpose. So, let’s have the same view with God. “It was very good.” Let’s tell your neighbour “You are very good.”
Genesis tells us many beginnings – man and woman, family, sin, forgiveness, redemption, salvation, culture, civilization, war, business, construction, etc. It doesn’t tell all the beginnings, but we know that God started all the good things and even because of sin, we human-being started misery and tragedy, God still loves us and wants us to be very good and finally he will restore us. How? Through Jesus Christ, who was planned from the beginning. Where can we find Jesus Christ in Genesis? Many places, but the famous one is Genesis 3:15. The woman’s offspring refers to the Messiah who saves mankind. Jesus crushed the head of the old serpent, Satan. He won the victory Amen. 
2. God

Genesis tells about the almighty God Elohim and loving God Jehovah. God is only one God, but he shows his power and love in different ways. God speaks to men. Can you talk to God even now as Adam or Abraham did? Yes, we believe that God speaks and talks with us if we come to him by faith in Jesus. God is also faithful. God promises to his people and keeps his promises. 
3. Man – God’s image

All the other creations, man is God’s masterpiece. Why? God created man in his image. His image means God’s internal characteristics like love, truth, justice, peace and eternity. Man has desire for the eternity because of God’s image. Because of God’s image in us, we are so precious and God wants us to live lives to glorify God. 
4. Salvation

As we have seen already in 3:15, Genesis is the book of beginning of salvation as well. God’s salvation through the Messiah can be found through God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, too. The promised offspring is Jesus the Messiah. 

In conclusion, Genesis is the book of beginnings – beginning of all things. God started his good work in us – our restoration in Jesus. This is the first week of March, 2011. In January we started new year and February we started again in Lunar calendar. March is the month of marching. Let’s check our prayer topics, annual key verses, and goals and directions. [One of My new goals of this year was ‘Don’t be angry, don’t complain.’. I tried not to, but I got mad a couple of times especially to my family. I repent that I didn’t have Jesus’ attitude.] May God bless each of us to check ourselves and start again with marching steps by faith!
Let’s read Genesis 1:1 again. 
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