Exodus – book of departure and salvation
Exodus chapters 1-40

Key verses 
19:5-6 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

20:1-3    1 And God spoke all these words:   2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.   3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me.

Last week we studied about Genesis. Genesis is the book of the beginnings.

Today we will learn Exodus. 

1. TITLE: 

“Exodus” is a Latin word derived from Greek Exodos, which means “exit”, “departure”. In Hebrew Bible, this book is called “we’elleh shemoth” (“These are the names of”), which is the first phrase of verse 1 of the book. It’s similar as in Genesis (bereshith- In the beginning). 
2. Author and Date of Writing

Moses is believed as the writer of the book. Some verses indicate that Moses wrote down certain parts of the book. 17:14a says “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it,” Exodus 24:4a Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. Jesus himself quoted the verses as Moses’ book. (Mk 7:10 For Moses said,..)

3. The story of Exodus
Exodus is continued from Genesis’ story. Israeli people settled down in Egypt were multiplied in a great number. They were oppressed as slave people, but by the guidance of Moses they exited from Egypt and were going to the God’s Promised Land, Canaan. Exodus tells their route from Egypt to Mount Sinai. 

1) In Egypt(chapters 1 - 14)
The first part of book of Exodus begins with Moses who became the leader of Israel. Moses was born when Israel people were forced to live in a hardship of slave lives in Egypt.  Moses was saved from Pharaoh’s ruthless decrees to kill Hebrew boys when they were born. (1) He was saved miraculously by the daughter of Pharaoh and raised as a prince of Egypt in the palace of Pharaoh. (2) Israel people had been suffered a lot as slaves of Egypt for 400 year. They cried out to God for the salvation. God called Moses for this purpose under the burning bush of Horeb Mountain. What did God tell his name to Moses when he called Moses? “I AM WHO I AM.” (3:14) God exists by himself. Everything in the universe was created by God, but creator God himself exists by himself. That’s why God is God. Period. 
Moses faced Pharaoh with miracles. But, Pharaoh’s heart became harder and didn’t let Israel people go. Then, God used audio-visual materials. Plagues. How many were they? 10 plagues. Do you know what were they? Blood(7), frogs, gnats, flies(20), plagues on livestock, boils, hail(9), locusts, darkness(10), and the plague on the Firstborn(11). Paraoh’s heart became harder until the 10th plague, the firstborns of all Egypt died. 

God established the Passover covenant with Israel on the day before the plague of the firstborn. This is the Passover and Feast of Unleavened bread. They had to put the blood of the Passover lamb on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. (12:8)
Israel obeyed God’s word and escaped from the death of their firstborns. After letting Israel go, Pharaoh’s heart became hard again and pursued them. (14) There was the Red Sea in front of them, and Pharaoh’s  army was behind them. It was a very serious situation, but God divided the water and let Israel people cross the Red Sea on foot. Wow. What happened to Egyptian Army? They chased Israel up to the Red Sea, but God buried them in waters. So, the Exodus was successful! (14) God saved them. How much did they praise God? Let’s watch the video for this part. 
2) In the Wilderness (chapters 15 - 18 )

After Israeli people crossed the Red Sea, they went through Marah, Elim (15), Desert of Sin(16), Rephidim(17) and finally arrived at Mount Sinai. Thus far God had protected Israel with the pillar of cloud by day in the hot desert and the pillar of fire by night. Marah was the first place they arrived just after crossing the Red Sea. God changed the bitter water there into water fit to drink. God cared Israel to rest at Elim Oasis. God provided grumbling Israeli people with manna and quail meat in the Desert of Sin. God continued guided Israel and provided them with water from rock at Rephidim. God showed his power so that Israel might believe in him who was with their journey of Exodus. However, what was Israel’s response each time? They didn’t thank God and kept complaining and grumbling even in God’s unfailing care and love. They had seen and experienced God’s power and love continually, but they kept complaining. What a human unbelief! Let’s check my heart before God. Am I like Israel despite of God’s unfailing love and care? Am I complaining still? Our life in this world is same as Israel in wilderness. Until we reach the promised kingdom of God, we will have many sufferings and trainings in this world. Even though we experience God’s love and miracles, we are still complaining. Let us not complain! Let’s thank God and praise God even if we are suffering! Why? We know that after this suffering, there will be eternal happiness. 
3) at Mount Sinai (chapters 19 - 40)

They arrived at Mount Sinai in 3 months after departed from Egypt and stayed there for about 2 years. The background of the last part of Exodus, Leviticus, and up to Numbers 10:11 is Mount Sinai. The important event at Mount Sinai was that God gave Israel the Law and made them people of God. God promised them to be a kingdom of priest and a holy nation! (19:5-6) God made covenant with them. This covenant is Ten Commandments and more than 600 of Biblical ethics and morality. Another important event at Mount Sinai was regulation about the Royal Tent and regulation of sacrifices. 
Moses received Ten Commandments from God on the Mount of Sinai.(20) Can you remember Ten Commandments? 

1. You shall have no other gods before me

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol

3. Do not take the name of the Lord in vain

4. Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy

5. Honor your father and mother

6. You shall not murder

7. You shall not commit adultery

8. You shall not steal

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor

10. You shall not cove anything that belongs to your neighbour
We can make these two parts – what are they? – Love of God Part is from 1st to 4th and love of neighbor from 5th to 10th. 

And the next are the regulations about slaves (21:1-11), personal damage (21:12-36), property(22-1-15), Festivals(23:10-19). God gave the law of the priest.
Another important thing in Mount Sinai was that God gave the Law about the Royal Tent which was the model of Tabernacle, eventually the body of Christ. Royal Tent was the place of worshipping God in wilderness. In Exodus it was written about the priests, the priestly garments, sacrifice tools, how to clean them and the methods of sacrifices. Finally they built the Royal Tent according to God’s direction and the book of Exodus finishes. 
4. Christ in Exodus

The story of Exodus is dynamic and exiting. However, the last part about the sacrifices and Royal Tents seems hard to understand and boring. However, Exodus is the book of salvation and connected to Christ very closely. As God saved Israel from the bondage of slavery in Egypt, Jesus Christ saved us from the bondage of slavery of sin and death. The Passover Lamb was sacrificed for Israel’s salvation and the blood was put on to the door frames. Jesus shed his precious blood and died on the cross for our salvation as the Passover Lamb. As God provided Israel with manna from heaven and water from rock, Jesus is true bread of life and drink of life. Even in the second part of Royal Tent, there are models and symbols about the Christ. For example, gold lampstand (25:31-40) is the light of the world Jesus and bronze basin is Jesus who cleanses us from our sins (30:17-21). 
5. Conclusion

What can we learn from the book of Exodus? We can learn God of salvation. We can learn God of power and love. We can learn God keeps his promise to his people. We can learn Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who saved us from our sins. We can learn our life is like the way to the Promised Land. We experienced the great salvation like Red Sea. It was miracle that I was saved from the bondage of sins. However, our life of faith is like the life in wilderness. There are many sufferings and pains in our life journey. But one thing is clear: God is our God and he keeps promise. He will guide us to eternal life through the Lamb of God Jesus Christ. So, what we should do? Let’s be patient. Let’s obey God’s Law. Let’s live a life of faith. Let’s come to Jesus who is our Lamb of God every day. May God bless our lives to learn God and Jesus Christ day by day!
Let’s read 19:5-6. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”
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