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Deuteronomy 1-34
(Read chapter 6)
Key verses Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

We learned Numbers last week. What kind of book was the numbers? – The Book of wilderness and training. 

Today we will learn Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy is the book of Moses’ messages, the book of second gen education. Let’s survey briefly about this book first.

1. INTRODUCTION TO DEUTERONOMY
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Deuteronomy is the fifth book of Moses. Its name means "a repetition or second giving of the law." In Hebrew, it’s called Debarim which mean words. It came from the first phrase “Eleh ha-debarim”, “There are the words” 1:1a. Moses and the people were gathered on the border of Canaan in the plains of Moab, forty years after leaving Egypt. When they were slaves in Egypt, God had promised to give them the land of Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey. But when they had tried to cross over into Canaan at Kadesh Barnea, they had failed because of their unbelief and disobedience. Now, after forty years of God's training in the desert, one generation of fighting men had died and it was time to cross the Jordan again and enter the land. Already they had tasted victory in battle by defeating the Transjordan kings. But the great task of taking the land lay ahead of them. Moses, their shepherd, would not go with them; Joshua would lead them. Moses spoke to them from his heart. His key word was "remember." He wanted them to learn from their past failures; he wanted them to remember the power and love and faithfulness of God. The book may be divided as follows:

	Ch 1-4
	5-7
	8-11
	12-16
	17-20
	21-26
	27-34

	Past Failure

Future Promise
	10 Commandments
Law Survey
	Obey vs. Unbelief
Blessing vs. Curse
	Regulations

For rituals
	Civil Law
	Social Law
	Ending Message
Death of Moses

	Past
	Current
	Future

	Look Back
	Look Up
	Look Ahead


Moses gave many instructions, but his main message is summed up in 6:5: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength." That is the spirit of the Law.
Let’s study Deuteronomy based on Moses’ three messages
2. Moses’ first message (Deut 1:1-4:43)

Look at 1:1 1 These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the wilderness east of the Jordan—that is, in the Arabah—opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth and Dizahab.
Deuteronomy chapter 1 verse 1 tells us it’s Moses’ message in the desert of Arabah. 40 years passed from the time when the first generation came to the same place at the border of Canaan. For 40 years, Israelites had wandered in the wilderness turning around and around as you see in the picture. All people over 20 years old passed away in the wilderness except for three persons. Who were they? Caleb, Joshua and Moses. Moses reminded their children of history the grace of God, and why their parents couldn’t enter the Promised Land – the Land God promised to their ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Why didn’t’ they enter the land and wandered for 40 years in the wilderness? It was because of their unbelief and disobedience. They were afraid of the people in the land and didn’t obey God’s words conquering Canaan. So, they had to 
wander in the wilderness. After the 40 year training in the wilderness, Moses was teaching the new generation. What did he teach them? History and the God’s Laws. What kind of history? The history of failure, the history of victory, and the history God being with them.  

History education to the new generation is very important. When I lived in the previous house, there was a synagogue. Many Jews gathered on each Saturday and in some Jewish Festivals. Most of them walked to the synagogue wearing Jewish black suits and yarmulkes. Jewish nation Israel was independent in 1948, but almost 2000 years Jews have gathered wherever they lived and have kept their faith in God. How could it be possible? It was history education. They have kept God’s words in their hearts by educating their children generation by generation. Bible is their book of history and their books of faith. Teaching children national history is important, but teaching them the history of God is more important. Especially the personal history of meeting Jesus, fellowship with God is important to teach them. As a parent, I learned that I have to teach and tell to my children of the God I met, Jesus I experienced. May God bless our 2nd Gens to grow as faithful people of God and wonderful servants of God! 
One thing very interesting in Moses’ first message was that God blessed not only Israelites but also Ammonites, Moabites and Edomites in chapters 2-3. God didn’t allow Israel to fight with them or destroy them. It was because God remembered Lot and Esau in Genesis, too. This tells that God is not only the God of Israel, but also the God of whole people and whole world. God’s universal grace came to us finally. 
3. Moses’ second message (Deut 4:44-11:32)

Moses’ second message starts in the valley near Beth Peor east of the Jordan, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites.(4:46) It was the land Israelites obeyed God’s words and won victory. What did Moses teach them in the land of victory? Ten Commandments were repeated first. What are the Ten Commandments?  

Yes, we already learned them from Exodus 20. These are repeated in Deuteronomy chapter 5. Almost same things. One thing is slightly different in the 10 commandments in Deuteronomy not in the commandments, but in the explanation and application. Which commandment? 1st 2nd 3rd 4th or 5th? It’s 4th commandment about the Sabbath?
In Exodus 20 God commanded Israelites to keep Sabbath holy because God created the heavens and the earth in 6days and on the 7th day Sabbath day he rested.  And God wants us to rest on the same day. However, in Deuteronomy it’s a different reason. Let’s read Deuteronomy 5:15 together. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.
God wants Israelites to remember God’s salvation from Egyptian slavery. God wants us to keep the Sabbath Day remembering his salvation of us done by his power, mighty hand and his love, outstretched arm. Of course, Christians don’t keep the Saturday was the Sabbath day, but we keep Sunday as the Lord’s Day to worship God. Why? According to the New Testament, Christians gathered the first day after the Sabbath. It’s not important it’s Saturday or Sunday. One thing we must not forget is his great salvation with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm once a week at least. What should we remember when we worship God? His great salvation. Yes, we should remember his amazing grace and unfailing love to save us from the slavery of sin and death through Jesus Christ. We can rest physically and spiritually on the 7th day by praising God’s saving grace and worshiping him. Amen. How did God save you?
 We should remember God’s grace every day, but let’s remember God’s saving grace especially on each Sunday with thanksgiving heart. 
After the Ten Commandments, Moses teaches the spirit of the Law in Deuteronomy chapter 6. This part is called as “Shema Yisrael” or simply “Shema”. Shema means “Hear” . Look at chapter 6 verse 4. Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
This is the most important part of Jewish prayer and all Jews recite this one twice a day still. The LORD, our God is only one God. He is the only one God who called us. He is the only one God who saved us. He is the only one God who loved us first. So, what should we do? Let’s read 6:5 together. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
When we remember God’s salvation and his love, we cannot but love the LORD our God. How much should we love him? With all my heart and with all my soul and wit all my strength. In a nutshell, we should love God with all of my own. We should love God the most. In order to remember God’s love, Moses teaches Israelites to keep God’s commandments in their hearts, impress on their children and talk about them no matter where you are, and tie the words on hands and bind them on their forehead and write them on the doorframes and the gate. To love God is to remember God’s words. How much do we love God’s words and how much do we remember God’s words and his love every day? 
Chapters 12-26 are the central part of Deuteronomy and this part contains the various laws and regulations where are the core of Deuteronomy. Do not worship other gods and worship God only in the manner he commanded. In each 50 years, in the year of Jubilee clear debts of brothers and set servants free, judge justly. Moses teaches that keeping these is the concrete way to love God. In addition, he teaches how king, priest, prophets and judges to follow God’s will. 
In chapters 19-26, Moses teaches people about social laws and regulations in detail. What if a man killed another by accident? There were cities of refuges for the person. For example, somebody cut wood with an axe the head flied off and hit his neighbor and killed. He could escape the city be protected in there. Other regulations; such as punishment for the false witnesses, things to keep during battles, inheritance, moral laws about adultery and marriage and so on come to this part. 
4. Moses’ third message(Deut 27-30)

Moses teaches all the long regulations and tells the blessings to those who keep them faithfully and the cures to those who disobey. Life is always decision to follow this way or that way. When we obey God’s way, it will be blessing to us. 
In his last message, Moses gathered all Israel and helped them to remember God’s love from Egypt and wilderness. He emphasized them to keep God’s Covenant faithfully. He teaches that it is the covenant not only between God and the current generation but also with future generation. He also teaches them to return to God when they repent even if they did wrong, God would forgive them. Moses repeated the God’s Law again and again. Why? It’s because keeping God’s Law is so important. It’s the matter of life and death. The conclusion of his third message is here: Look at Deut 30:19-20.
19This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live  20and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
How can we apply Moses’ Law in this modern generation? There are many differences. Many of the Laws cannot be applied literally in this modern society. However, the fundamental spirit of the Law is same. What is it? Love God and love neighbour. 

Moses raised Joshua as the next leader of Israel. His praised God with a song and on the top of the mountain Sinai, he just looked at the Promised Land Canaan and returned to God. Nobody knows where his body was by legend. So, we finished five books of Moses, Torah. Let’s summarize them simply before we finish it.

What are the five books of Moses? Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

Genesis is the book of the beginnings, Exodus is the books of the salvation, Leviticus is the book of holiness, Number is the book of wilderness and training, Deuteronomy is the book of Moses’ messages and 2nd gen education.  Let’s read the key verse together. 6:4,5
