Bible Books Study Introduction
God speaks through the Bible
Reference Bible verses:

2 Timothy 3:15-17 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Hebrews 12:1-2

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe

2 Peter 1:21 

21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Key verse 2 Timothy 3:16

Let me start with some bible questions.

Q: At what time of day was Adam created?
A: A little before Eve.
Q: What did Adam say on the day before Christmas? 
A: It's Christmas, Eve!

Ok, one more question.

Q: What kind of man was Boaz before he got married? 
A: Ruth-less.
Today I’d like to speak about the bible. Some people argue, “Where is God?” “Why doesn’t God say to me?” “If God shows himself to me, I will believe in him now.” “How can God say to me?” The answers are not easy to say with a couple of words. God can say and reveal himself in many ways even now. However, we can say one thing clearly. 
 “God speaks through the Bible.” 

From the next month we will start Bible Books Study? Bible consists of many individual books. How many books in the Bible? 66 There are some differences among Catholic(73),Orthodox(78) and Jewish(24-OT Only, some books are combined). We stand for 66 books. 3 times 9 is 27. 39 books in Old Testament and 27 in New Testament. We will learn one book a week. How can we do? We will study the gist, summary of each book a week and focus on one message from the book. If we can read one book a week, it’ll be much better to understand the bible. Today we will survey the introduction of the Bible. 
1. What is the Bible?  

In brief, the Bible is God’s word to human-beings, to us. It is a combination of his words how we should live. Bible has a history of the world, universe, human-beings, good and evil, sins, life, death, salvation, love, faith, hope, eternity etc. The ultimate purpose of the Bible is to give knowledge of God and Christian life and salvation.

2. What does 'Bible' mean? 
The word Bible came from Greek word ‘Biblia’ which means books. (plural form of ‘Biblos’) Bible is also called “the Holy Bible”. Bible is the collection of the Holy books which God’s words were written by many people. Bible Books Study is Books Books Study.
3. How were the Bible written?
If the bible was written by many people, how can it be God’s word? 

First, we should know that God speaks.  Look at Hebrew 12:1-2.

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe

Here we see that God spoke through prophets in various ways. Many of them were written by prophets and some other servants of God. God could write directly (for example Moses in Ex 34:1), but mostly men wrote down. Some of the books were written as the records. Those are Old Testament. Old doesn’t mean useless or out of date. So, some people say it should be called ‘First Testament’. New Testament or the Second Testament was written by Christians including some Apostles and Paul. God spoke by Jesus. Jesus’ words were spread by mouth to mouth at first. St. Paul’s letters were circulated like authorized bible before the Gospels were written. Various people such as fisherman, doctor, prophets, farmer, scholar, tax collector, king wrote the Bible. However, one common thing is that they wrote down God’s words by God’s inspiration. Look at 2 Timothy 3:6 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
This is from Paul’s letter to Timothy. Here he said that “All Scripture is God-breathed”. Of course when Paul said the Scripture, it was Old Testament. Old Testament was written by God’s help, God-breathed. God used many different kinds of people to reveal his will and his love to us. As Paul said, New Testament is also God-breathed. The Holy Spirit inspired them to write down the work of God, the word of God in their own words. 

4. How were the Bible Books selected?

There were many people who wrote the work of God and word of God, but 66 books were selected during the centuries through many Councils and finally finished in AD 363 at Council of Laodicea. These selected books are called ‘Canon’. Why were not the other books selected as Canon? There were books such as Thomas Gospel, Peter’s Gospel, but they were not written by Thomas or Peter or even their disciples. And the contents were not consistent with other Canon, so they were not selected. The books are telling about God and Jesus, but because of lack of authority, they are just regarded as references. 
5. The parts of the Bible:  

Christian Bible is divided OT and NT as we already learned. Here, let’s sing the Bible Books Song once more here to remember the names of the books.
Within the OT there are further divisions. The first five books of the OT together form the Law, and the rest of the books can be divided into historical works, prophetic works or wisdom literature.

Within the NT we see that the first four books (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) are each gospels, that is, the story of Jesus' life. There is then Acts, which stands alone as a history of the early Church. The next section of books are the epistles (which are letters), and within the epistles are subsections divided according to author. Following these is the Revelation of John, which also stands alone as the only (mainly) prophetic text in the New Testament.

6. Summary of Each book:
Here is the summary. (Let’s try a game.)
	Book
	Summary
	Book
	Summary
	Book
	Summary

	Genesis
	Beginning, Creation, Fall, Promise
	Isaiah
	Judgement on Judah
	Romans
	Gospel -The Power of God

	Exodus
	Freedom from Egypt, Liberation
	Jeremiah
	Jerusalem, Judah & nations
	1 Corinthians
	Christ - wisdom of God to us

	Leviticus
	National, Personal Laws
	Lamentations
	Sufferings on Zion
	2 Corinthians
	Christ - Comfort of God to us

	Numbers
	Census, In the Wilderness
	Ezekiel
	Resurrection of dry bones
	Galatians
	Righteousness by faith

	Deuteronomy
	Second Law, Laws repented
	Daniel
	Kingdom of men, Kingdom of God
	Ephesians
	Blessings in Christ, Church

	Joshua
	Conquer and enter Canaan
	Hosea
	God's unfailing love
	Philippians
	Gospel and Joy in Christ

	Judges
	Rescuers
	Joel
	Disaster and blessing
	Colossians
	Christ - Fullness of God to us

	Ruth
	Grandma of David
	Amos
	Seek God and live
	1 Thessalonians
	Christ as our hope

	1 Samuel
	Samuel, Saul, David
	Obadiah
	Judgement on Edom
	2 Thessalonians
	Christ as our victory

	2 Samuel
	King David's life
	Jonah
	Repent of Nineveh, great fish
	1 Timothy
	Church and responsibilities

	1 Kings
	Solomon and divided kingdom
	Micah
	Remnant through judgement
	2 Timothy
	Pastor's responsibility

	2 Kings
	Divided kingom and final
	Nahum
	Niveveh(Assyria)'s Doom
	Titus
	What a church must aim for

	1 Chronicles
	Genealogy, King David
	Habakkuk
	Righteous will live by faith
	Philemon
	Responsibilities in Christ

	2 Chronicles
	Solomon and kings of Judah
	Zephaniah
	Day of the Lord (Judgment)
	Hebrews
	Christ - The New and Living Way

	Ezra
	Return from Exile, Temple rebuild
	Haggai
	Coming of the Messiah
	James
	Faith in Action

	Nehemiah
	Jerusalem Wall Built, Reformation
	Zechariah
	The Messiah
	1 Peter
	Triumph in persecution

	Esther
	Queen of Persia, Purim
	Malachi
	Tithe and preparation
	2 Peter
	True knowledge and sure hope

	Job
	Suffering of the righteous man
	Matthew
	Son of David, Son of Abraham
	1 John
	God is light, Love and Life

	Psalm
	Prophecy of Christ, Praise to God
	Mark
	Son of Man came to serve
	2 John
	Love, truth, obedience

	Proverbs
	Wisdom, wise sayings
	Luke
	Jesus saves the Lost
	3 John
	Truth and individual

	Ecclesiastes
	meaningless with God
	John
	Light of the world. Believe
	Jude
	Warning on false teachers

	Song of Solomon
	pure love between Christ and church
	Acts
	Witness to Christ
	Revelation
	New heaven and new earth


7. How to understand God’s word?

God doesn’t use extraterrestrial words to teach us. He used his servants with easy human words through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.So, we can understand God’s word by the help of the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 says 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Bible words were written in plain words for the ordinary people at that time. Original texts were written in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. As times wet by many different translations came out. For English version more than 10 translations exist. Some were translated old and not easy to understand in modern society. For example KJV was translated 1611. NIV (1984) is now being used world widely and it was revised last year too. When we read or study the bible we need ask God’s help to give us understanding. We don’t have to understand all of God’s words. Even if one word we can understand and accept from our hearts as God’s word and practice it, God will be pleased. May God bless our Bible Books Study this year! May God give us understanding his word and practice it!

Let’s read key verse together.
· Study Links

· http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-summary.html
· http://www.holybible.com/resources/KJV_DFND/summary.htm
· http://www.easyenglish.info/bible-outline/index.htm
· http://blog.daum.net/_blog/BlogTypeView.do?blogid=0D82R&articleno=7761212#ajax_history_home
· http://www.1way2god.net/introtobible.html
· http://www.thechristadelphians.org/btcd/BTCD/htm/books_summary/gen.htm
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhVrcV6WmfQ
· Bible Book Songs
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdF4E4jwWfM
· http://www.eagape.co.kr/main/bbs/board.php?bo_table=m32&wr_id=50
