2 Samuel – book of King David’s  story
Chapters 1-24 (Read 11:1-12:13)

Key verse 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.
1. Introduction
Last week we learned the 1 Samuel. What did you learn from 1 Samuel? Yes, we learned the failure of Saul, the first king of Israel. Saul loved his kingship and honor form men more than God who raised him as the king of Israel. So, he rejected God’s will and disobeyed God’s word. Finally, he was suffered by evil spirit and killed himself at the battle of Gilboa. What a misery!
2 Samuel is the story of David, the second king of Israel. Of course we learned David’s story in 1 Samuel as well, but here we will learn the story of David as the king. 
2. Summary of each chapter
First, let us look at the brief summary of each chapter. How many chapters are in here? 24 chapters. The important stories are in red color. Let me read the red lines only. 
Chapter 1:  V1-Death news of Saul.  V17-David’s lamentation

Chapter 2:  V1-David became the king of Judah.  V8-David fought against Saul’s family

Chapter 3:  V1-Six sons born at Hebron. V6-Joab killed Abnel

Chapter 4:  V1-Ish-Bosheth murdered by Rekab and Baanah  V9-Rekab and Baanah executed by David

Chapter 5: V1-David became the king of united kingdom. V6-David Conquers Jerusalem. V11-Hiram’s helps V13-11 sons born from Jerusalem v17-David Defeats the Philistines

Chapter 6: V1-The Ark Brought to Jerusalem, Uzzah died. Perez Uzzah. The Ark remained at house of Obed-Edom V20-David rebuked Michal.
Chapter 7: V1-David’s plan to build temple V4-God’s promise to David V18-David’s payer
Chapter 8: V1-David’s kingdom expanded V13-David’s Officials
Chapter 9: David took care of Mephibosheth
Chapter10: David defeated Ammonites and Arameans
Chapter 11: David and Bathsheba

Chapter 12: V1-Nathan Rebukes David V13-David’s Repentance  V14-Birth of Solomon
Chapter 13: V1-Amnon and Tamar V20-Absalom killed Amnon V14-Absalom Fleed
Chapter 14: Return of Absalom
Chapter 15: V1-Absalom’s Conspiracy V13-David Fleed
Chapter 16: V1-David and Ziba V5-Shmie Cursed David V15- Absalom entered Jerusalem

Chapter 17: Ahithophel and Hushai
Chapter 18: V1-Absalom defeated  V9-Joab killed Absalom V19-David mourned for Absalom
Chapter 19: V1-Joab stpopped David to mourn V15-David returned to Jerusalem
Chapter 20: V1-Sheba rebelled against David V14-Sheba murdered  V23-David’s Officials
Chapter 21: V1-The Gibeonites avenged and the 3 year famine solved V15-Wars Against the Philistines
Chapter 22: David’s song of praise
Chapter 23: David’s Last Words
Chapter 24: David enrolled the fighting men and disaster
3. David - Who was he?
Let’s consider about David. 
1) 1040 BC ~ 970 BC (Lived 70 years)
2) The meaning of name “David” is “Beloved”.

3) The second king of Israel

4) Born at Bethlehem as the youngest son of Jesse from Judah. (1Samuel 7:12)

5) Siblings: 7 brothers and 2 sister (1Chronicles  2:13-16) 
6) Had many wives and concubines – Michal, Ahinoam, Abigail, Bathsheba. 19 sons and 1daugther and many children from concubines (1Chronicles 3:1-9)

7) Jobs:  Shepherd boy, Palace Musician, Military General under Saul (1Samuel 16:11,22, 18:13), King
8) Achievements: Established United Kingdom of Israel
9) Wrote many psalms
10) A man after God’s own heart

4. What can we learn from the book of 2 Samuel? 
1) David
David was an extraordinary person in many ways: 
1) He was a man after God’s own heart (1Sam 16:7)

2) He was a faithful and a man of responsibility – As shepherd, Palace Musician, Military General, King. He did his best and faithfully. 
3) He was a man of strong and courageous faith to fight against Goliath – Every Israeli army was afraid of Goliath, but David relied on God only and killed the giant by faith.
4) He was a humble man – He was humble before men and God.
5) He trusted in God – He always asked God what to do. Except for the sins of chapter 11 and 24.

6) He was a man of compassion and mercy. He mourned for Saul, Abnel, Ish-Bosheth and Absalom. He loved even his enemies. He also  had mercy on family of Saul according to the promise with Jonathan

7) He was a man of repentance – He confessed his sin honestly and repented before God.
Wow. He was so good and extraordinary. However, this man committed terrible sins. In chapter 11 he committed adultery and murder as we read the passage. Humanly speaking, David’s sins seemed more serious than that of Saul. He committed adultery with someone else’s wife, especially the wife of his faithful official Uriah. David tried to conceal his sin through sending Uriah his home, but Uriah was so faithful that he didn’t go home. Knowing that he couldn’t hide his sins, David ordered Joab to make Uriah die at battle. Worldly kings of 3000 years ago could do those evil things, but it must not be allowed for David to do as a servant of God. David’s sins show sinful nature of human-beings. His sins were so serious. He committed terrible sins which could nullify his good strengths. Nonetheless, he became so dull to his sins. 
God sent the prophet Nathan in chapter 12. Using a metaphor, he made David realize his sins. - There was a rich man who had so many sheep and cattle. But he robbed a poor man of one and only little ewe lamb. Being a righteous man originally, David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan the bad guy must die. Then, Nathan told him “You are the man.” 
If David were an evil king, he could have killed Nathan at the scene. However, David was a man who feared God even thought he became blind to his sins. At once, he realized his sins and confessed them before God. This was the difference from Saul. He repented his sins thoroughly before God and it was his good point. God accepted his repentance and didn’t take king’s throne from David as he did to Saul. 
2) David’s repentance and God’s grace
Everyone can commit sins. Even a man like David who was an excellent servant of God did. We must be cautious of sins. However, we must repent before God and men when we committed sins as David did. We should not make an excuse or consider honor from people. How do we know that David repented thoroughly? When we read Psalms, we can tell if he repented truly. Read psalms 32, 38 and 51. 
As I said before, David’s sins looked bigger than those of Saul’s. However, David repented truly before God with his heart. We should try not to sin and to live a clean life. Nevertheless, still we could sin. We could commit moral sins. There are some people not to commit moral sins much, but they commit different sins – being arrogant and judging others. Those are also terrible sins before God. Those are sins of Pharisees. Of course, those who are morally clean look better than those who are morally filthy. 50 points is better than 20 points, but both will be failed before God. The matter is not failure of sins. Confessing my sins before God or not is matter. When we confess that we are sinners before God in the name of Jesus, he doesn’t see our sin report. He sees Jesus’ blood and enables us to pass. However, those who don’t repent sins and claim self-righteousness cannot pass even if they are nice persons. The fact that David restored the relationship with God through his sincere repentance gives us a great hope. God is gracious and forgiving god.
3) Righteous God.
When David repented God forgave all his sins and didn’t break the promise that he would send Messiah from his descendants. Nonetheless, David experienced the dreadful result of sins and suffered from it. First, he saw the baby born of Bethsheba died. And he saw the sins of adultery and murder were repeated by his sons, Amnon and Absalom. Absalom rebelled against his father David and tried to kill even his father. Finally, Absalom was killed by Joab. David mourned for his rebellious son and wept, "O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of you--O Absalom, my son, my son!" (18:33) David’s mourning for Absalom meant that he knew all things came from his sins. God is so gracious and forgiving our sins, but the result of sins is wretched. Still the scars and the responsibility remain. God is righteous and just. Sin requires wage. I pray that all of us should know how much sin is dreadful. Of course Jesus paid all our sins. However, we should not think that we don’t have to feel responsibility because Jesus paid the penalties. Jesus made perfect atonement, but the scars of sins remain. We should think of Jesus when we see the scars as a forgiven sinner - How much precious Jesus’ suffering instead of me, how much wretched sinner I was, and how dreadful sins are. Then we should make a resolution never commit sins again and decision to leave sins.  We should think God as not only gracious God but also a righteous God.
Conclusion
The book of 2 Samuel is the story of King David’s victories, sins and sufferings. David was a man after God’s own heart. However, he became arrogant for a while and committed serious sins, but he repented thoroughly before God. David established a kingdom ruled by God. He ruled the kingdom with love, peace and truth. God sent Jesus Christ as the Son of David. David’s kingdom was good and Israel still wants to restore a nation like David’s kingdom, but it is not perfect. It was just a shadow of Kingdom of God Jesus rules. 
 We also learned God’s forgiving love and righteousness through David’s sins and repentance. I pray that we may live a life of obedience and repentance as David who was after God’s own heart. 
Let’s read key verse together.
