2 KINGS – THE BOOK OF RISE AND FALL OF THE TWO KINGDOMS
Chapters 1-25 (Read Chapter 11)
Key verse 11:3 “He remained hidden with his nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while Athaliah ruled the land.”
1. Introduction
1st and 2nd  Kings were one book, but it was divided by translators. Who wrote it? Nobody knows, but Jeremiah was believed as one of the writers. 2 Kings starts with the story of death of Ahab. And the king of Israel Ahaziah and Elijah’s story. Ahaziah got injury and sent messengers to ask Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron. The LORD gave Elijah direction to tell the king would die because he didn’t rely on God.

2. Summary of kings

Here is the list of the kings of Judah and Israel after three kings of united Israel – Saul, David and Solomon. How many kings were there in Israel? 19. The kings of Northern Israel were all evil before God. The evilest of them was Ahab. Then, how many kings were in Judah? 19 kings and a queen. Some were good, others evil. Who was the best king after David? Hezekiah or Josiah? I’d like to give Josiah the award because he did spiritual revival of Judah. He repaired the temple of God. During the repair, the Book of the Law was found and he renewed the covenant. He made the Law read in whole Judah. 
	Judah
	Time
	Israel

	King
	Years
	Char
	Passage
	B.C
	King
	Years
	Char
	Passage

	Rehoboam
	17
	Evil
	1Ki. 12:1-14:31
2Chr 10:1-12:16
	931
	931
	Jeroboam I
	22
	Evil
	1Ki. 11:26-14:20
2Chr 9:29-13:22

	Abijah
	3
	Evil
	1Ki. 15:1-8
2Chr 13:1-22
	913
	
	
	
	
	

	Asa
	41
	good
	1Ki. 15:9-24
2Chr 14:1-16:14
	910
	910
	Nadab
	2
	Evil
	1Ki. 15:25-28

	
	
	
	
	
	909
	Baasah
	24
	Evil
	1Ki. 15:27-16:7
2Chr 6:1-6

	
	
	
	
	
	886
	Elah
	2
	Drunkard
	1Ki. 16:8-10

	
	
	
	
	
	885
	Zimri
	7days
	Murderer
	1Ki. 16:10-20

	
	
	
	
	
	885
	Omri
	12
	Eviler
	1Ki. 16:16-27

	
	
	
	
	
	874
	Ahab
	22
	Evilest
	1Ki. 16:28-22:40
2Chr 18:1-34

	Jehoshaphat
	25
	good
	1Ki. 22:41-50
2Chr 17:1-20:37
	872
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	853
	Ahaziah
	2
	Evil
	1Ki. 22:40,51-53
2Ki. 1:1-17
2Chr 20:35-37

	
	
	
	
	
	852
	Jehoram
	12
	Evil
	2Ki. 3:1-3; 9:14-25

	Jehoram
	8
	Evil
	2Ki. 8:16-24
2Chr 21:1-20
	848
	
	
	
	
	

	Ahaziah
	1
	Evil
	2Ki. 8:25-29; 9:27-29
2Chr 22:1-9
	841
	841
	Jehoram
	28
	Evil
	2Ki. 9:1-10:36
2Chr 22:7-12

	Athaliah (queen)
	6
	Evilest
	2Ki. 8:18,25-28; 11:1-20
2Chr 22:1-23:21; 24:7
	841
	
	
	
	
	

	Joash
	40
	good
	2Ki. 11:1-12:21
2Chr 22:10-24:27
	835
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	814
	Jehoahaz
	17
	Evil
	2Ki. 13:1-9

	
	
	
	
	
	798
	Jehoash
	16
	Evil
	2Ki. 13:10-25; 14:8-16
2Chr 25:17-24

	Amaziah
	29
	good
	2Ki. 14:1-14
2Chr 25:1-28
	796
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	793
	Jeroboam II
	41
	Evil
	2Ki. 14:23-29

	Uzziah
	52
	good
	2Ki. 15:1-7
2Chr 26:1-23
	790
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	753
	Zechariah
	6Months
	Evil
	2Ki. 15:8-12

	
	
	
	
	
	752
	Shallum
	1Month
	Evil
	2Ki. 15:13-15

	
	
	
	
	
	752
	Menahem
	10
	Evil
	2Ki. 15:16-22

	Jotham
	16
	good
	2Ki. 15:32,33
	751
	
	
	
	
	

	Ahaz
	16
	Evil
	2Ki. 16:1-20
2Chr 28:1-27
	742
	742
	Pekahiah
	2
	Evil
	2Ki. 15:23-26

	
	
	
	
	
	740
	Pekah
	20
	Evil
	2Ki. 15:27-31

	
	
	
	
	
	732-
722
	Hoshea
	9
	Evil
	2Ki. 17:1-41

	Hezekiah
	29
	Better
	2Ki. 18:1-20:21
2Chr 29:1-32:33
	725
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Manasseh
	55
	Evil
	2Ki. 21:1-8
2Chr 33:1-20
	697
	
	
	
	
	

	Amon
	2
	Evil
	2Ki. 21:19-23
2Chr 33:21-25
	642
	
	
	
	
	

	Josiah
	31
	Best?
	2Ki. 22:1-23:30
2Chr 34:1-35:27
	640
	
	
	
	
	

	Jehoahaz
	3months
	Evil
	2Ki. 23:31-33
2Chr 36:1-4
	609
	
	
	
	
	

	Jehoiakim
	11
	Evil
	2Ki. 23:34-24:5
2Chr 36:5-7
	608
	
	
	
	
	

	Jehoiachin
	3Months
	Evil
	2Ki. 24:6-16
2Chr 36:8-10
	597
	
	
	
	
	

	Zedekiah
	11
	Evil
	2Ki. 24:17-25:7
2Chr 36:11-21

	597-586
	
	
	
	
	


3. Two Kingdoms

2 Kings can be divided into two parts. Chapters 1-17 are telling us about the divided kingdoms and the fall of the Northern Israel by Assyria. The second part chapters 18 to 25 are the history of southern Judah and she also was fallen by Babylon.
1 and 2 Kings have an interesting point that the divided kingdoms, Israel and Judah were written in turn and in comparison. If you see them at a glance, focus looks laid on Israel and many stories of Israel come first and history of Judah appears later. Let me say one example. Who were the two famous prophets in 1 and 2 kings? Elijah and Elisha. Which side were they from, Israel or Judah?  It’s very interesting they were the prophets of Israel not of Judah. Why did God allow them to work in the northern Israel which had all evil kings only?
It was because, through punishing the northern Israel, God wanted the southern Judah to repent.

In 2 Kings chapter 17, comes the fall of the northern Israel. Look at 17:6. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to Assyria. He settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in the towns of the Medes.
Why did they fall? It was because they sinned against God with idol worship. They sacrificed even their sons and daughters in the fire(17). The writer of 2 King said in verse 18. So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left,
And the next verse is important. 17:19 and even Judah did not keep the commands of the LORD their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced.
What was the problem? They didn’t follow God and worshiped the Idols. Idol worship. Why was it so serious? It was like adultery in the sight of God. Jeremiah 3:8 says: 3:8 I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and committed adultery.
Idol worship is like adultery and great sin before God. What was the first and second in the 10 commandments? 1. Do not worship any other gods. 2. Do not make any idols.  The cause of the fall the two kingdomas idol worship, rejecting true God. God gave 140 year opportunity to Judah even after Israel’s fall, but Judah didn’t repent and finally was fallen by Babylon.
4. God’s promise and faithfulness

 
So, David’s kingdom was demolished totally at last. Then, what about God’s promise on the kingdom of David and his salvation plans? Both Kingdoms were fallen, but the obvious differences between the northern and the southern kingdoms. In the Kingdom of Northern Israel, the dynasties were changed nine times with revolts, bleedings and assassinations. However, southern Judah had kept the throne of David’s descendants without changing dynasty. How could this be possible? It was the work of God who had kept the promise with David. It was God’s plan to bring the Messiah as the descendant of David. So, he was called the Son of David. 
But there was a serious situation once. Queen mother Athalia reigned Judah for 6 years. She was not a descendant of David, but a daughter of the king of northern Israel Ahab and Jezebel. She was the wife of king Jehoram. Jehoram probably made a political wedding. She was a Baal worshipper as her parents. She made her son Ahaziah worship Baal too. When Ahasiah died, she did something cruel. Look at 11:1 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy the whole royal family.
The whole royal family means her grand children who were heirs to the throne. She killed all her own grand children. What a cruel woman! However, fortunately Jehosheba, her daughter (I guess she was Altaliah’s step daughter because the bible says Jesosheba was the daughter of Jehoram, sister of Ahaziah), took Joash son of Ahaziah, her nephew, and stole him aswy from among the royal pricess, who were about to be murdered. She put him and his nurse in a bedroom to hide him from Athaliah; so he was not killed (11:2)

Pricess Jehosheba was the wife of the priest, Jehoiada at that time. 

What does this story mean in the redemptive history? 

God promised to David in 1 Kings 11:36 “I will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose to put my Name.”
Athalia was used by Satan who tried to destroy God’s plan and extinguish the lamp of God. However, her plot was foiled by God through the priest family and David’s throne was succeeded to his descendants as God’s promise. 
11:12 says. “Jehoiada brought out the king's son and put the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of the covenant and proclaimed him king. They anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted, "Long live the king!"
Joash became a good king when he followed God’s covenant. 

Let’s back to the verse 3. Let’s read together. “He remained hidden with his nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while Athaliah ruled the land.”
It looked like David’s throne was disconnected and a Cruella Deville sits at the king’s seat. However, it was not the time of disconnected throne, but just the king remained hidden at the temple of the LORD. The king’s throne was recovered in the perfect time of God!

1 and 2 Kings began with the glory of the united kingdom and became divided, and finally finishes with the fall of the two kingdoms. It seems failure of God’s people. 

However, God’s faithfulness is beyond our imagination! The period of Judah’s fall, the 70 years of Babylonian Captivity, or the silent period between the Old and the New Testaments was not the time of disconnection of the king’s throne. They were jus the times of “remaining hidden at the temple of the LORD”.
God’s promise for the kingdom which started from David had been succeeded to Jesus Christ as he promised. Luke 1:32-33 says about Jesus.  1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 1:33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."
Jesus came and died for our sins and rose again from the dead for our eternal life. He won a great victory over Satan through his death and resurrection. However, this world still looks Satan rules. People don’t worship God and they don’t follow Jesus. Many people follow other gods such as money, pleasure, science and technology, fashions and trends, or themselves. Many churches are diminishing and Christians don’t look give good influences to this world any more. What about our ministry? UBF ministry is not so big. Last week we had Canadian Summer Bible Conference in Kingston, Ontario. We had 270 people gathered there. In numbers, it doesn’t look so great. UBF Canada started 30 years ago, but we only have about 300 people all around Canada. However, the number doesn’t say all things. God worked on the hearts of such small people. It’s so amazing God works on a person’s heart and change a soul from a useless sinner to a servant of God! Thank God for working on each and every one of the brothers and sisters who attended the conference!  I especially thank God for his grace upon Yvonne’s’ heart. God helped her to repent and gave her a holy desire to live as a bible teacher and missionary. We pray that she may atte4nd Waterloo UBF from this week and grow as a disciple of Jesus. 
What about Algonquin ministry? Actually, we have started Algonquin College pioneering since 2007, but we haven’t raised an Algonquin student leader yet. However, let us not be dismayed. It’s just a time of “remaining hidden in the temple of the LORD”. God will send us many brothers and sisters in Christ in his time. What is important to us is that the hope of the kingdom of God is growing in us. The more we learn Jesus, the more the kingdom of God is us is growing. The Kingdom of God is God’s rule. God wants us to grow in Christ and to be priests of God. When we are prepared as God’s servants, God will send us many bible students. Jesus is hidden in this world until his time comes. He will come again with glory and power. Soon he will come. Then we will praise him with clapping hands. He will wipe every tear from our eyes and give us the glory, peace, love and joy forever! 
In conclusion, the miserable end of 1 and 2 kings is not the end. It gives us the hope of the true kingdom of God. It helps us to know the true king, Jesus. Our king Jesus will establish  the real and eternal kingdom, the kingdom filled with love, peace, truth and glory and we will be happy there forever and ever! So, let’s prepare the kingdom of God in our heart everyday and praise our king Jesus every moment! Let’s read key verse together. 

