                                     1 Samuel - Book of kingship and covenant.
1 Samuel chapters 1-31 (Read Ch. 15)
Key verse: 1 Samuel 2:30b 
  “Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained.”

1. INTRODUCTION TO 1 SAMUEL

The book of Judges ends with the words, "In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit." The books of Samuel describe the transition of Israel from a loose confederation of tribes into a monarchy. Samuel himself was the bridge. He personally opposed the monarchy, for he saw the people's desire for a king as a rejection of God's rule. But he was the king-maker, the man who anointed both Saul, who failed, and David, who became the model for all the kings who followed him.

God himself raises up shepherds for his people. The key verse is 1Sa 2:30: "Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained." Who, then, is the leader who can serve God and God's people? 1 Samuel deals with this question with two contrasts: Eli's sons, heirs to the priesthood, were corrupt; Samuel, who obeyed God's word from his youth, replaced them. Then the writer contrasts Saul and David. David is called a man after God's own heart. 1 Samuel is about his training in the wilderness. 2 Samuel is about his life as the shepherd king who founded the monarchy. Who wrote the books of Samuel and when was written? 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book, but by the translators they were separated. Samuel was suggested as the writer, but it was unknown. When it was written was unknown too, but assumed in David’s time (around 1,000 BC).
2. Structure of 1 Samuel

	Chapters
	Contents
	Period
	Main Actor

	1-3
	Samuel Anointed
	Transition Period
	Samuel: Last Judge

	4-8
	Israel Defeated
	
	

	9-12
	Saul chosen
	Beginning of monarchy
	Saul: 1st King

	13-15
	Saul rejected
	
	

	16-19
	David Appeared
	Change in monarchy
	David: 2nd King

	20-23
	David’s Escaping Life
	
	

	24-26
	David’s Mercy on Saul
	
	

	27-31
	Fall of Saul
	
	


3. Story
1) Samuel (chapters 1-8)

1 Samuel starts with the story of Hannah, one of two wives of Elkanah. She was so sorrowful because she didn’t have any children and her rival Peninnah who had many children provoked her. So, Hannah vowed to God that she would give the son to God. God gave her Samuel. As she vowed, she gave Samuel to God under Eli the priest’s care (1). Hannah praised God for the grace that God answered her prayer. When we pray God will answer. Samuel was growing under Eli with spiritual training, but two sons of Eli were wicked men (2).
After then, young Samuel heard God’s voice about that the house of Eli would be judged (3). Samuel grew as the prophet of God and was recognized by people of Israel. At that time Israel was defeated by Philistines and the ark of the Lord was taken to them and two sons of Eli died at war. Eli was shocked and died when he heard the news of the ark taken (4). However, the ark of God had power to destroy the idol of Dagon and there came the disaster of tumors on people there (5).
Philistines were afraid of the ark of God and they moved it to Beth Shemesh, but 70 of them died and people of Beth Shemesh made people of Kiriath Jearim take it (6). So, the ark of the LORD had been remained at the house of Abinadab for 20 years. Then, Samuel gathered Israeli people at Mizpah and led national repentance and spiritual restoration in God. Philistines heard the news and thought it was chance to destroy Israel, but they were defeated by God’s supernatural power. After then, Samuel ruled Israel by God’s Covenant (theocracy), circulating Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah (7). However, when Samuel got old and his two sons didn’t show good examples, elders of Israel asked for a king (8). 
2) Saul (chapters 9-15)

Samuel knew that they reject God as their king and asked a human king, but God allowed them to have a king. Saul the son of Kish Benjamite was chosen as the king by lot. Saul who became the first king was as humble as he hid himself among the baggage. Some of people didn’t accept him as the king (9, 10).
After Saul became the king, he won a great victory in the war against Ammonite and people acknowledged him as the official king (11). When Saul got total acknowledgement from people as the king, Samuel preached them to serve the LORD GOD only (12). However, Saul became arrogant and in his 2 years of ruling, there was a war against Philistines and he became afraid and gave unapproved offering to God and he was told by Samuel that his throne would not be long (13).
Even in that bad situation, Jonathan, his brave son, killed many Philistines. But he was endangered to death by Saul because of Saul’s foolish command. However, people saved Jonathan’s life (14). Saul defeated many surrounding enemies (15), but he ignored Samuel’s warning that he should have destroyed all Amalekites and took some of spoils of war. This was rebellion, arrogance and rejection of God, so he was told that God would reject him too (15:23). After then, Samuel had never seen Saul until he died and God was grieved that he made Saul king (15).
3) David (chapters 16-31)

 After Saul was rejected by God, according to God’s direction, Samuel anointed David as the second king of Israel who was the youngest son of Jesse in Bethlehem. 
When the Spirit of God left Saul, he became tormented by an evil spirit, so he was needed a boy David who could play a harp and make him better (16).
At that time Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Socoh in Judah. There was a giant named Goliath and insulted Israel, but nobody dared to fight against him. David visited his brothers on errands of his father and found Goliath. He got holy anger against Goliath and killed him. So, Israel won the battle and David was trusted by King Saul greatly (17). On that day prince Jonathan became one in spirit with David and a friend of his own life. However, Satan made Saul jealous. Saul was not happy when he heard the women’s song - "Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands,” and became insane and tried to kill David. David’s life changed to escape from Saul since then (19).  However, the true friendship with Jonathan gave David great encouragement and Jonathan hid him and saved him from Saul’s hand (20). Saul kept tracking down David and David kept escaping. David was helped by the priest Ahimelech in Nob and finally he fled from Saul and went to Achish, the king of Gath. But there he was endangered because they knew he was David. So, he suddenly acted insane and escaped from the danger (21). David escaped to the cave of Adullam and all those who were in distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him and David became their leader. David went to Moab. Saul killed Ahimelech and all his family because of the thing he helped David (22).
During the escape from Saul, David won victory over Philistines, but Saul still kept tracking down him and David continued escaping to other places - Keilah, the Desert of Ziph, the Desert of Maon and the stronghold of En Gedi (23). Especially in En Gedi, David had a chance to kill Saul who went to stool, but he didn’t do it because he respected God and God’s anointed servant. Saul knew this and wept loudly and gave up pursuing David on that day (24). 
After Samuel died, David moved to the Desert of Maon and there he was humiliated by evil man Nabal. David was so angry and tried to kill him, but changed his mind because of wise woman Abigail, wife of Nabal. Later Nabal died of fear when he knew the story and David married Abigail as his wife (25). Still Saul didn’t give up chasing David and went to the desert of Ziph, but he was endangered to be killed by Abishai, David’s man. However, David banned him to kill Saul and picked the spear and the water jug besides Saul’s head. Saul knew David didn’t kill him again. He confessed he had sinned and blessed David and they went on their way (26).
However, David worried Saul’s chasing him and went over to Achish king of Gath again and Achish trusted David (27) this time. In those days, the Philistines gathered their forces to fight against Israel; David should have joined the battle against Israel. When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was so afraid. There was no prophet to tell him. So, he disguised to meet a medium woman in Endor to get answer from dead Samuel. He didn’t get consulting, but he was heard that he and his sons would die in the battle (28). David had to fight against Israel, but the commanders of Philistines worried about David’s rebel, so Achish made David return to the land of Philistines (29). David and his man reached Ziklag on the third day, but Amalekites attacked Ziklag and burnt it. David asked God and got answered to pursue Amalekites and overtook them rescued all their women and children who were taken captive. David shared the plunders fairly to the people who went to battle and who kept supplies. (30) 

Finally, the battle between Philistines and Saul’s army started at the mountain of Gilboa and Israel was greatly defeated and Saul’s three sons died at war. Saul was wounded critically and took his own sword and fell on it. Therefore, the escape of David was finished and so was the ruling of the first king of Israel. (31) 

4. Lessons
There are many beautiful and interesting stories in this book. However, we can focus on two things here:

1. God is our eternal king
In chapter 8, Israeli people wanted to have their own human king as other nations had. To have a king was not a bad idea and God allowed them to have. Then, what was the problem? The intent they asked king was wrong. They wanted a human king whom they could see and rely on rather than rely on God. It was their rejection of God as their true king. God gave Israel covenants through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God also gave them Ten Commandments through Moses. God wanted to bless Israel when they obey God’s commandments. God wanted them to love God as their Lord and king. What about us? What is the king in my heart? We say we love the Lord first and we trust in God most. However, when we face a problem what do we rely on? Are we likely to find human help first or to rely on money, worldly wisdom, experiences or ourselves? King was given to Israel as God’s gift, but if they don’t rely on God anymore because of the king, it was not a blessing but a curse. What do you rely on and on what do you put your trust, the gifts God gave you or God himself? God is our true and eternal king even though we have many leaders in this world. There are presidents, prime ministers, and Senators and many leaders. However, our God is true king of us and the king of kings and the Lord of lords. So, what attitude should we have? As Jesus taught us in Matthew 6:33, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.”
2. God loves the obedient and humble
Who is the main actor of 1 Samuel? The name of the book is Samuel, and he is very important in this book. However, main actor could be Saul. What about David? Yes if we say one person through 1 and 2 Samuel, David would be the main actor, but I’d like to say the main actor in 1 Samuel is the king Saul. 1 Samuel is the story of failure of the first king of Israel. We can learn from Saul’s failure what we should not follow.
Saul was a humble and faithful man at first. God chose him as the king of Israel. Then, why was he rejected? He didn’t obey God in two things mainly. First one was in chapter 13 and the other in 15. When he had war against Philistines and Samuel didn’t appear in 7 days, he was so afraid of Philistines. He couldn’t take it anymore and he gave offering to God which was only allowed to the priests. The second sin he made was more serious in chapter 15. He didn’t obey God’s command to destroy Amalekites totally. Because of this God was grieved and Samuel cried out to the LORD all that night for Saul (15:11). When Saul justified him Samuel said one word. “Stop!” (15:16a) When Saul keep trying to justify him, what did Samuel say? Let’s read verses 22 and 23. 22 But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king."
Saul admitted his sin. He was afraid of people. He added his idea to God’s word as he liked. He became arrogant when he became the king of Israel. Even he confessed his sin, he regarded his honor first in 15:30. "I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people and before Israel; It was true repentance, but a pretending and showing off before men. In chapter 13, when he died he didn’t repent before God. He tried to keep his pride as the chosen people and the king. He did suicide. His ending was tragedy. We should not follow his example.
May God bless all of us to not follow Saul’s example. May God bless all of us to be like Samuel and David! Let’s read key verse (2:30b) together. “Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained.”

