1 Kings – Book of Kings
1 Kings ch 1-22. (read ch 18)
Key verse 18:21 Elijah went before the people and said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the people said nothing.

Forbes published a report in last March - “The Richest People On The Planet” Who is the richest man in the world in 2011? Bill Gates? It was very close. He is the number 2. Really? Then, who is the number 1? The man is from Mexico. His name is Carlos Slim Helu. His wealth is $74Billion by Net Worth. His wealth is bigger than total GDP of Luxembourg which is the number 3 nation of highest GDP per capita. What about Lee, Kun Hee, the chairman of Samsung? He is just number 105 in the world. And Mark Zuckerberg, the found of Facebook is the 52nd and the youngest Billionaire no 1.
Then, who was the richest man in the world 3000 years ago (BC 10th centry)? There’s no official record, but I bet King Solomon. 1 Kings is the story of the Kings including King Solomon.
    Introduction

       The book of 1 Kings opens with the death of the great king David. Before he died, David named one of his sons, Solomon, as his successor. The first half of 1 Kings which is chapters 1-11 is about Solomon establishing his kingdom, building the temple and amassing his unimaginable wealth.

The second half (chapters 12-22) of 1 Kings is about the kingdom after Solomon. Things get a little complicated here so hang on tight. The one kingdom of Israel divides into two kingdoms (Israel and Judah) - sort of an ongoing civil war. It’s like North Korea and South Korea.
       Many names of kings of Israel and Judah appear up to 2 Kings until the fall of two kingdoms. That’s why the names of these books are 1 and 2 Kings. However, the true main actors of these books are not kings. Prophets are – Elijah and Elisha. Most of the kings were not good in the sight of God. Nevertheless, God shows his grace, power and faithfulness through these prophets. 
     1 and 2 Kings were one book and translators divided two. Who wrote these books? Nobody knows, but traditionally Prophet Jeremiah is the candidate of the writer. When? We don’t know, either. It was likely written between 560 and 540 BC.
 
Part I. Solomon’s story (chapters 1-11)

   A. KING SOLOMON
What does come to your mind when you hear the name “Solomon”? Wisdom. Glory. or Wealth? Solomon was known for his wisdom. In chapter 3, Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings to God. God appeared to Solomon in a dream and told him to ask for anything he wanted. (Wow! Who wouldn’t love to be in that dream? The God of all creation offering you anything you want.) What did he ask God? Solomon’s request was a surprising one. He asked for wisdom to rule well and to know right from wrong. Let’s hear his words in 1 Kings 3:7, 9.

3:7 "Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 
3:9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"

God was pleased with his request. So, God rewarded such a request by giving Solomon not only wisdom and understanding, but also the wealth and honour that he didn’t ask for.
Here, we can learn one good lesson that if we please God, God will give us the best thing and additional blessings. So, try to please God. Try to find what the best thing pleasing to God is. Then, you will experience God’s great provision and blessings you didn’t even ask for.
Jesus said, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness. And all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33)

One of the first things Solomon did as king was building a beautiful temple. Solomon then built his own palace (took 13 years) and continued to amass amazing wealth. Everything was gold. Sounds great, right? Well, there was one little problem.

   B. ONE LITTLE PROBLEM
Way back when, Solomon had married a foreigner, a princess from Egypt. Along with this wife came her religious practices of worshiping idols. He also married many other women who worshiped many other gods. It could be very clever to make peace with other nations by these marriages. He was wise politically, but not spiritually. 
Wouldn’t you know it, that while things were going great for Solomon, he got more and more tolerant of these idol-worship practices until Solomon, himself, was worshiping false gods? It was like insulting God Almighty.

By the end of Solomon’s life he became a disillusioned and pathetic old man. He had let go of his foundation and his kingdom went right down hill after him.
What can we learn from Solomon? We should not compromise our faith. We can yield many worldly things to others. However, compromising spiritual thing is like spiritual death. Solomon’s asking wisdom from God was great, but his life was not so wise in God’s point of view. Even if we get everything, if we lose our spiritual life, what would it be good for us? I pray that all of us may keep our faith in God pure and sincere to the end. 

  C. THE DIVIDED KINGDOM
You might remember that the origin of the twelve tribes of Israel was the twelve sons of Jacob, whom God renamed Israel. They all traveled to Egypt and then traveled back to the land of, you got it, Israel. The land was divided among the eleven tribes except for Levites. 
After Solomon’s death, a civil conflict broke out. The northern ten tribes followed a man named Jeroboam. The southern tribes, Benjamin and Judah, continued to follow Solomon’s son Rehoboam. They never reunited until each kingdom fell. Why did this happen? It happened because of Solomon’s son Rehoboam’s foolish decision - he didn’t hear Jeroboam and Israel’s request to reduce the load. However, the Bible says the fundamental reason came from Solomon’s sins. Look at 11:10-11 10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD'S command. 11 So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates.
Solomon was not a successful king in God’s point of view. 

However, God is so gracious that he didn’t cancel covenant with David. 

11:36 I will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose to put my Name.

Even though Solomon’s sin made Israel divided, God was so faithful to keep his covenant with David. God promised a lamp. The lamp means the Son of David, the Christ Jesus Saviour.
Part II. Story of Kings, Ahab and Elijah (chapters 12-22)
  A. KINGS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH (12-16)
Jeroboam became the king of Israel, but he was not faithful to God. Since then, all the kings of Israel became evil and each time there is a same expression in the bible. They did evil in the eyes of the Lord “in the ways of Jeroboam, who caused Israel to sin.”

1 Kings is the story of some Kings, but from the end of chapter 16, the story focuses on Ahab and Elijah. 
  B. AHAB and JEZEBEL (16-22)
You’ve probably heard of King Ahab and his wife, Queen Jezebel. You may have even heard of someone referred to as a Jezebel. If so, you probably steered clear of them. Jezebel was a mess. She was the Cruella Deville of her day. You know....behind every bad man, there usually a worse woman. Jezebel was the woman.
Ahab reigned for twenty-two years. The Bible says he considered the sins of the former kings trivial. In fact, the Bible says that Ahab did more to provoke God’s anger than all the kings before him. He and his wife revelled in the worship of Baal. Basically they encouraged evil as much as they could. 
There was one man who stood in their way. An important player in the story of 1 Kings is the prophet Elijah, a beacon in that dark day and an adversary of Jezebel.

  C. ELIJAH (17-21)
Elijah was a Tishbite (funny word). He was from a place called Tishbe. He first appeared when he announced to King Ahab that God was about to declare a drought. 
Elijah didn’t always come out on top. Once in particular he got the “poor-me-willies” when he had worked really hard to confront evil and all he got for it was run out of town. He was depressed after the big victory. But, most often, Elijah had great faith and God used him and provided for him in miraculous ways. He was fed by ravens once. A widow’s flour and oil were miraculously replenished because she fed him. It was even through Elijah that a woman’s son was brought back to life. But there is definitely one miracle that is Elijah’s all-time claim to fame.

  D. THE BIG SHOWDOWN ON MT. CARMEL (Chapter 18)
Elijah invited Ahab and Jezebel’s false religion to a showdown once. It was on top of Mt. Carmel. He instructed the prophets of Baal (an idol) to build an altar, place a sacrifice there, and to pray to their god to send fire down to light the altar. Elijah built an altar as well and soaked it in barrels and barrels of water. 
As you can imagine, the Baal prophets prayed and danced and shouted and even (yes, really) cut themselves to show their fervour and sincerity. But when you are praying to nothing, nothing happens. No fire from heaven. Only a lot of bleeding prophets and some very raw meat on the altar.
Then Elijah prayed over his wet, soggy sacrifice of an altar. And God responded. Fire came down from heaven and consumed that altar, the sacrifice, and the water. So, Israeli people shouted. Look at 18:39. 39When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The LORD--he is God! The LORD--he is God!"
It was a good day for God’s people. It was a bad day for Baal’s prophets (who were chased down and killed). And boy, Jezebel was mad.

Conclusion: 1 Kings doesn’t give conclusion itself. In chapter 22, there came Ahab’s death and the story of another evil king of Israel Ahaziah, a son of Ahab, who worshipped Baal instead of the LORD GOD. However, we know whom we should worship and follow. What is your Baal? Money, power, success, son or daughter, family, or yourself? What do you love the most? Let’s read key verse together. (18:21)
